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and Lactantius, that they attempted to 
defend Cbriſtianity, before they rightly 
underſtond it; before they comprehended 
the real Nature of the Inſtitution itſelf, or 
the merits of that evidence, on which its 
Divinity is grounded. This Cenſure, which 
was paſſed upon theſe ancient defenders of 
our Faith, may be very well applied to 
ſome of our modern Advocates; and eſpe- 
cially to thoſe, who are continually de- 
preſſing Reaſon, the better, as they aſſume, 
to advance Revelation}; and who labor with 
all their might to deſtroy Natural Religion, 
as the beſt and only means of ſupporting 
Revealed. This project is warmly recom- 
mended by certain Divines of the preſent 
Age and is held by them ſo neceſſary to 
a proper dnd genuine defence of Chriſti- 
anity, that they only, who embrace it, are 
deemed its true friends, 'while all, who re- 
ject it; are treated as no Better than A poſ- 
tates; las men, Oi are privately enemies 
iQ) A 2 to 
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to the Goſpel of Chriſt, and, hs, under a 


pretext of defending, mean dhl to betray 


it. But whatever high Notions may be 


conceived of this new manner of defence, 
or whatever may be ſaid of thoſe, ND diſ- 


ap prove and condemn it, I ſhall makd no 


ſeruple to declare, that I take it tõ be full 


of extravagance and abſurdity : leading di- 
realy. to fanatic Conceits and wild Enthu- 
Gaſim and ruinous to that Goſpel it affects. 
ta ſupport. For I am tiny afraid nor 


| aſhamed. to own, that 1 have always ſup 
poſed Natural Religion to be the only baſis- 
of Revealed; and can no more-conceiye the: | 


latter to ſubſiſt without the former, than I 
can conceive a Superſtructure to continue 


ſuſpended, a real Caſtle in the Air, _ 


the foundation 18 intirely removed. 


Fapiſts indeed as Well as Enrhudadts art 
unanimous in decrying the, Powers of 
Reaſon, and repreſenting the Miſlom, Which 
reſults. from any., Exerciſe of them, as: 
earthly, Jenſual;, and dewlifh.:' but, then: it 
muſt be cnfeſſed, that their Chriſtianity 
wants no ſuch Foundation. Fon the Papiſt 


is abundantly provided for from withont ; 


has his Pope, his Council, or his Church, 
Whale: axe bell cleste wighiout the leaſt, aſe 1 
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ar application of his own Natural powets, 
to guide him unerringly into all Truth : and 
the Enthuſiaſt contemplates every Thing 
within himſelf; derives all his conviction 
and knowledge from thoſe ſecret illumi- 
nations, which, like floods of light, are in- 
ceſſantly pouring upon his mind. So that 


if theſe profeſſors of the Goſpel do fet at 


nought the powers of Reaſon, they ſtand 


clear, at leaſt, from the charge of i incon- 
fiſtency: becauſe ſuch powers would be of 
no ſervice to the ſyſtems they embrace; 


would contribute not a tittle to their defence 
and ſupport. But the caſe is far otherwiſe 


with the Proteſtant Churchman. He, who 


claims neither the Infallibility of the One, 
nor the Intuition of the Other, cannot be 
excuſed from acting a moſt abſurd and con- 
tradictory part; while, by diſcarding Na- 
tural Light, the only guide he has to truſt 
to, he has no means left of knowing, ei- 

ther what a Revelation imports, or whether 
it FOE in wund, a Revelation « or not. 5 


Theſe Reflections have often been excited 


in me by many Theological performances, 


Which have appeared of late years; but 
© they 


W 
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they are occaſioned more particularly at 
preſent by a very uncommon Sermon, 
which was preached by Dr. Patten ſome 
time ago before the Univerſity of Oxford, and 
is now publiſhed at the requeſt of the Vice- 
Chancellor, and other Heads of Houſes. This 


Sermon is intituled rhe Chriſtian Apology; and © 


the deſign of it is to {ketch out a new Plan, 


or rather, as it is pretended, to revive an 


old one for the defence of Chriſtianity ; 


which, by being unhappily deſerted, has, 
it ſeems, ſuffered its fortifications to be quite 
battered down, and even its citadel to be de- 


| livered into the hands of the enemy. The 


principles, on which this Plan is drawn, 
are exactly the ſame with thoſe, which I have 
mentioned above: 70 deſtroy Human Reaſon 
and the Powers thereof; to flifle and extinguiſh 
our common notions of things; to deny the very 
being of Natural Religion, either as 4 Rule of 
diſcovering or explaining Revealed; in ſhort, 
to preclude all reaſoning whatſoever upon the 
Jubjef?, and only to adbere firmly and objit nately 
to the Fact. Such is this Doctor's Plan; 
which he offers, not only as a proper expe- 
dient for putting a ſpeedy iſſue to the contro- 
verſy with Unbelievers, but likewiſe as the 
ſole method of defence, which can enable 
Cbriſtians 
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Chriſtians to maintain their young againſt 
them. | 

The Text, he has choſen to diſcourſe 
from, as beſt adapted to his purpoſe, is that 
remarkable one of St. Peter; where we are 
exhorted to be ready always to give an An- 
ſever to every man, that aſketh us a Reaſon of 


| | the Hope, that is in us. Now theſe Words 
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of the Apoſtle have been commonly under- 
ſtood, as an injunction upon Chriſtians to 
give a rational account, why they embrace 
this hope: which however cannot poſſibly 
be done without explaining the grounds and 
reaſons of it; and therefore Divines have 
uſually cited this among other portions of 
Scripture, in order to aſſert the privilege of 
Reaſon, and to juſtify the uſe, which they 
have made of it, in their inquiries about 
Religion. This, I ſay, is the Doctrine, 
which has hitherto been deduced from this 
paſſage in St. Peter. Dr. Patten however 
deduces juſt the contrary: he affirms the 
words to have no ſuch meaning, as we pre- 
tend to draw from them; for, that nyo mw, 
us cerise do not figntfy, what the Tranſlators of 
the Bible underſtood them to ſignify, a reaſon of 
our Hope, but only, as he fays, a Diſcourſe 
7 T9 T9 ez con- 
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concerning it. (*) So that, according to this 


interpretation, when a Chriſtian is aſted, 
upon what Foundation his hope is built, he 
is to give no anſwer at all, but only to ſet 
forth, what his hope is. This he calls the 
true Chriſtian Apology, and has made it the 
buſineſs of a Sermon to prove it ſo : where 
every man of common ſenſe muſt difcern 


at once, that the very ſame method, which 


this Divine preſcribes for the defence of a 
true Religion, will ſerve juſt as well for the 
defence of a falfe one; and that the Re- 


| ligions of Mabomet and Confucius, if they 
' were ten times as abſurd and nonfenfical as 
they are, might both be defended upon 
the ſame foundation : for the diſciples of 


each would have nothing more to do, but 
to declare and fet forth the ſyſtems of their 
reſpective maſters, and to adhere with firm- 
neſs and obſtinacy to them (*) ; and this 
would be their true and genuine Apology. 

| II. 


(3) Serm. p. 4. 

(*) This ſame blind attachment, which Dr. Patten 
requires in Chriſtians, was formerly cenſured as ridi- 
culous in Philoſophers. Primum ante tenentur aſtricti, 
ſays Tully, quam, quid efſet optumum, judicare potu- 
erunt ; et, ad quamcungque ſunt difciplinam quaſi tempeſ- 
tate delati, ad eam, tanguam ad ſaxum, adhbareſcunt. 
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II. 

T ſhall not ſtay at preſent to P St. 
Peter's meaning from the minuteneſs of this 
Doctor's Criticiſm, but ſhall immediately 
proceed to the Matter of his Diſcourſe. His 
view, as we have already obſerved, is to 
bring back the diſpute about Chriſtianity, 
which is become very vague and confuſed, 
within its juſt and proper limits; and to 


| ſtrengthen the foundation of the Goſpel by 


contracting it to Facts, which, he thinks, 
hath been greatly weakened by being inlarged 


upon Reaſoning. Theſe Facts are the = 


racles of our Saviour and his Apoſtles ; 

works, that never man did. Theſe alone ho 
maintains to be he conſecrated ground, on 
which the Chriſtian Faith was built by its in- 


fpired Apologiſts, and in which Chriſtians ſhould 


hold themſelves always intrenched ; that what- 
ever reaſonings the Goſpel needeth, lie in a very 
narrow compaſs, and are founded on this ſure 
baſis of Fact; that if any Apologiſts, ancient 
or modern, have proceeded further than this, 
and, leaving the folid ground of Fact, have ex- 
patiated into Reaſonwig, they muſt anſwer for 
z themſelves; that the rue Apology conſiſts in 
nothing elſe, but aſſerting the plain Fact; and 
| therefore 


eee 


— . ole DE bf 


( 10 ) 
therefore that the true Apologiſi will anſwer 
every thing, which Reaſoners may object, by 
one and the ſame ſhort argument, IT 1 
WRITTEN. (*) This is that ſhort and 
eaſy Method with the Deiſts, which this 


Doctor ſo warmly recommends to the riſmg 


Apologiſts of the Ghrifttan Cauſe ; and which 
he endeavors to confirm and illuſtrate by 


the following conſiderations. 


1. The firſt Topick, he employs for this 
purpoſe, is drawn from the nature of Facts, 
abſtractedly confidered. The ground-work 
of all our Reaſoning, ſays he, 1s, and muſt 
be the knowledge of Facts; which knowledge 


can only be acquired by the. teſtimony of our 


\ ſenſes. The field of abſtract ſpeculation yields 
no firm ground to our ſteps; Matter of Fatt is 


the only ſure and ſceady baſis, whereon Con- 
clufions can be firmly erected. II here plain 


Fatt hieth evident before us, there we can rea- 


ſon with flrength and confidence ; where this is 


wanting, there the train of Reaſoning, hows- 
ever ſubtle and refined, is nothing more than 


fpecious Declamation. () It is, we ſee, the 


great concern of Dr. Parten to reſtrain his 


Apologift from ab/irat ſpeculation, and to 
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i 
tie him down to Fact; which he calls the 
only fortreſs of a Chriſtian's Reaſoning. This he 
inculcates in every page of his ſermon, and, 
as it ſhould ſeem, with the greateſt reaſon ; 
for if, ſays he, men once deſert this advan- 
tageous, this naturally fortified poſt, and, 
through eagerneſs for the honor of a victory, 
purſue the enemy into the bogs and quagmires 
of abſtract reaſoning, which is the very pro- 
vince of the Ruler of the darkneſs 95 this 
world, they will certainly fall a prey to his 


Devices. () And yet it is curious to obſerve, 
that all this good advice, which is thus li- 


berally beſtowed upon others, ſhould be ſo 
little regarded by this very Doctor; that 
this Leader himſelf ſhould be caught in 
thoſe ſnares, from which he has undertaken 
to ſecure his followers. For it will be ob- 
vious to the, Reader, in the progreſs of this 
debate, if it- is not ſo already, that theſe 
ſame abſtract obſervations about F acts, 
which our Doctor here adopts, and which, 
I am perſuaded, he has picked up in his ex- 
curſions among the Reaſoners, will finally 
be the ruin of him; will render him à prey 
to the devices of the enemy; and, though 
really true in themſelves, and of eſſential uſe 
| 5 
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t Chriſtianity in other hands, yet, under 


his management, will have no other ten- 
dency, but intirely to oyerthrow it. 
2. A Second Argument, in confirmation 


of this new Plan, and which ſhews it; 


as he pretends, to be the only true way .of 
defending Chriſtianity, ariſeth from the 


| weakneſs and vanity of, what is called; 


Natural Religion. This he repreſents un- 
der the Titles and Character of Metaphy fcb 
and Abſtraction, Hypotheſis and Comjefture ; 
declares the principles of it to be no better, 
than the wide wandermgs of the felf-conceited 
moralift, the unreal children of metaphyfical 
brains, the looſe concluſions of Science, falfely 


fo called; and, to crown all, will have it to 


be the wer) cn, theſe ſome elements of bu. 


man Philoſophy, thoſe enticing words of man's 


Wiſdom, fo much decried and exploded by 
St. Paul. () Now if Natural Religion was 
in reality, what Dr. Patten has thought fit 
to deſcribe it, I ſhould readily agree with 
him in baniſhing it, not only from Religious, 


but likewiſe from all other debate; as ſure 


to introduce darkneſs and perplexity, where- 
ever it is admitted, but incapable of throw- 


ing light upon any queſtion whatſoever. 
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In the mean time it is certain, that he has 


here perverted'St. Pauls meaning, as he had 


before done St. Peter's; and, [becauſe it fa- 


vors a wild and fantaſtie Syſtem of his own, 


has even joined with Enthuſiaſts and Fana- 


ticks, in applying the cον of this Apoſtle 
to Natural Religion, Which are well known 
to have been levelled, either at the Grecian 
Philoſophy in general, or at that particular 
Uſe and Application, which was made of 
it by: the Gnoſticks and early Hereticks, to 
corrupt and deprave the Chriſtian Faith. 
Whereas Natural Religion is quite a diffe- 
rent Thing: and by which is never meant 
any thing more, than The Being and Attri- 


butes of God, the Nature and Condition of 


Man, and the ſeveral Duties belonging to 
it, which relate either to God, or to our fellow- 
Creatures; all deduced, by a juſt and proper 


exerciſe of Reaſon, from the Fabrick of the 
Mord, and the vifible Conſtitution of things. 
This has always been underſtood ' to be 


Natural Religion; in which there is no ab- 
ſtracted xeaſoning, or high-flown Meta- 
phyficks, none of thoſe aids wandrings or 


Phileſophic Elements, as this Doctor would 
| perſuade us, but the unerring dictates of 


Common Senſe, the pure and clear de- 
ductions 


( 14 ) 


ductions of Reaſon in the firſt and ſimpleſt 


principles of all Morality and Religion. 

3. Plain however and ſimple as theſe 
principles may ſeem, Dr. Patten will} not 
allow Reaſon to be capable of deducing 
them. Reaſon, he ſays, walketh in a vain 


ſhadow, and diſquieteth herſelf in vain. Reaſon 


is utterly unqualified for the diſcovery of truth, 
becauſe her diſquifitions can feldom turn upon 
fixed and ſtable points: and even where they 
can, the conclufions, ſhe obtains, are not worth 
the pains of fearching. They are not of 

moral or religious Importance, - but meer 
ſhining bubbles, void of | ſubſtance or reality; 
and the knowledge gained by them but mockery 


and delufion. All this is undeniably con- 


firmed by the productions of a Locke, a 

Clarke, and a Mollaſten; whoſe Works he 
compares to thoſe enormous Volumes, which 
once procured to their authors the reputation of 
ſubtle wits, diſcoverers of Truth, and irre- 


fragable reaſoners, but are now twirled over 


with the ſame ſmile of pity, which'in a few 
years will be beſtowed on thoſe, . who pity 
them. () But, after all, if Reaſon be ſo 
weak and ſo blind, and her deductions ſo 
very precarious and chimerical, it is ac 8 
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fible for a Chriſtian, either to explain the 


reaſonableneſs of his hope, or to grve an 
anſwer to thoſe, who repreſent it as unrea- 
ſonable; ſo that all attempts of ſuch a na- 
ture muſt be preſumptuous and vain. And 
this is the very point, which Dr. Patten 
affirms: who therefore declares very con- 
ſiſtently againſt the propriety of giving an- 
ns it all as Theo- 
logical Diſpute and Altertation, which may 
indeed form a School of Diſputants, ready to 
take the alarm, and ſnatch up the Pen at every 
bold and blaſphemous ſuggeſtion of infidelity, 


but can never be of uſe to the cauſe of 


Chriſtianity; and he earneſtly exhorts e 


true Chriſtian to remember his proper and his 


only Apology, IT IS WRITTEN. (*) 


It was formerly charged upon the Chriſ- 
tians by their adverſaries, that they choſe nei- 
ther to give, nor to receive any Reaſon of their 
Hope; and that their conſtant cry was, do not 
examine, but only believe, and thy Faith will 


ſave thee. () This charge, however, has 
uſually been treated either asl a mere ca- 


lumny ; 
Py 


(331 2, 2+: 205-23 | 
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( 16 ) 
lumny or it has been imputed only to 
ſome ancient bigots, who, like the modern, 
had more zeal than knowledge, and often 
expoſed their religion, while they meant to 
defend it. It is, at leaſt, a charge, which 


the ableſt advocates in all ages have thought 1 
it for the intereſt as well as credit of the 4 
Goſpel to difown and refute. And yet this 5 
Doctor, as we have ſeen, frankly avows it; : 
declares ſuch a procedure to be the true N 
way of ſupporting Chriſtianity; and pre f 
ſcribes it upon all occaſions as the only de- 4 


fence, which either can or ought to be 

made for it. The true Chriſtian Apology 

conſiſteth in "ſomething elſe than learned argu- 

mentation, and is not to be conducted by the 

fleſhly weapons of Philoſophy. It is not, he 

ſays, 2 ſpeculative aſſent of reaſon to certain 

Propoſitions in the Bible, which will make 

men Chriſtians, but a principle naturally and 

eſſentially active, a lively energetic Faith, 

Whicy hath taken root in the heart. () We q 
could , 

() The Author of Chriſtianity not founded on Argu- 9 


15 ment has employed his whole Book to prove, that Rea- 
1 fon cannot poſſibly be the principle, intended by God to lead 
: | | Þ men to Revelation ; that our belief of the Gofpel can never 1 
I. | depend upon Rational conviction, but that a proper provi- 
145 fun of Faith my be always at Pan ; ; that, haw plauſibly 
1108 foever 


A 


12 — 2 
5 
by 88 F 
b 8 55 ; 
_—_ F I Bo 
4 my 22 I 2 C 
Es oa einen £44 


B 
1 
1 . 
bz, 
. 
Ws 
8 * 
1 
=Y 
i» 
7 
* by P 
3 
"I 
DS So © 
1 
„ 
* Wow, 
FEES 
7 
Wo 3 
IR 
, 
* 
* * . 
88 
1 0% 
HFS. 
2 7 
Fas 
4 45 
38 h - Ip p 
: ** 


957 
R 


5 % * 
78 
2 

1 
£5. 
2 
7 
i 
LY 
z"23& * 
3s 
xs 
15 
Ts 
As 

5 


KO = x 24 £ * 
IS. OT EASE WG . 
3 


* 
1 
* 
** 
2 
* 
5 os 
i957 
. 
. 
Shy 
* 
pre * 
{3.5K 
5:3 1. 
> {48g 
wy 
7 
4 
5 


„ 
ſhould attach the heart to our heavenly Inflruc- 
tor ; for this attachment, and not the elementar 
truths of ſcience, is the rock, on which the 
houſe will fland impregnable ; this is the * 
mour, which will render the plain, unlettered, 


 femple Chriſtian a nobler champion for the cauſe 


of Jebovab and his Anointed, than ſeven con- 
ceited men, who preſume to give Reaſons. () 
And ſo far we muſt needs allow this Doctor 


to be in the right; that, according to this 


method of defending Chriſtianity, there 


will be no difference at all between the 


learned and the unlearned, but that all will 


be equally qualified for the taſk. For all 
can bear down objections with obſtinacy 
and clamor, though all cannot remove them 
by force of argument: all can affirm a fact, 
and obtrude the belief of it upon others, 


B though 


ſoever Chriſtianity may be inforced as a Fact, yet it can 


never be true, as a Goſpel, in virtue of any Arguments 
deduced from reaſoning, but of Faith alone © all which is 
inculcated, if not with ſo much knowledge, at leaft 
with more zeal, by Dr. Patten. And yet that Author 
was ſo far from being ſuppoſed to mean well to Chriſ- 
tianity, or to contribute in the leaſt to its firmer eſta- 
bliſhment, that he was then attacked by many 
writers, and has ever ſince been branded as an Infidel 
by all Chriſtians whatſoever. See Chriſi. nat founded 
on Argument, p. 7, 109, 110, III. 
(') p- 75 12, 24, 25, 31. 
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though all cannot lay open the grounds, on 
which it is built, nor explain the reaſons, 


which muſt render it credible. But then 
we muſt needs be ſurpriſed to hear a Reve- 
rend and Learned Doctor of Divinity pub- 
lickly inculcating, before a great and fa- 
mous Univerſity, ſuch a ſpirit of ignorance, 
bigotry and fanaticiſm, as one would ſcarce 


expect from the pooreſt and moſt illiterate 


Methodiſt in a Barn: to ſee him fixing the 


evidences of the Goſpel upon principles, 


which would lead to falſe as well as true 


Religions; which would make the wiſe and 


the fooliſh alike capable of defending them; 
in ſhort, which would reduce all men and 
all Religions intirely to a level. 


| „ 
The Reader has now before him the 
Sum of Dr. Patten's Sermon; which, when 
cleared from that perplexity and diſorder, 


in which he has delivered it, amounts, we 
ſce, to the following particulars : firſt, that 


Chriſtianity cannot be founded upon Argument, 
becauſe Reaſon is blind, and all her de- 


ductions precarious and vain; and, conſe- 


quently, that Natural Religion neither is, 
nor can be any criterion of Revealed. Se- 


condly, 


1 


condly, that the true and proper foundation 
of the Goſpel is the Miracles it records, be- 


cauſe Miracles are Facts, and Facts the only 


ground of all our reaſonings ; 3 upon which 


account we ſhould always, in our diſputes 
with Unbelievers, content ourſelves with in- 
fiſting upon the Miracles alone. But for 


fear a ſpeculative aſſent of Reaſon to theſe Mi- 


racles, even if we could gain it, ſhould not 
be ſufficient for the Converſion of Unbelie- 
vers, he recommends, in the third place, an 


aclive, lively, and energetic Faith, from which 


we may learn, what no human inſtructions, 
no admonitions of Reaſon can teach us ; that 
uittorious principle, he ſays, which, by the 
grace of God, is made to grow and ſpring up 


one knoweth not how, in every ſoul, which turneth 


itſelf to him with an awakened earneſineſs of 


defire, &c. () This, I ſay, is the Sub- 


ſtance of his Sermon; through which there 


runs alſo ſuch a bitterneſs of Spirit, as per- 
** never animated any Sermon before it: 


a ſpirit, which, under the maſk of piety, 
diſcharges itſelf againſt all orders of men, but 


with pecutiar-malice and rancour againſt the 


S232. _ Clergy. 


(=) p. 25, 37. 
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(20) 
Clergy. 0)And for the doctrinal part, it 
is delivered with ſo much ſpiritual pride, 
and in ſo contemptuous and dogmatical a 


ſtrain, as is hardly to be excuſed in a Crea- 
ture, who is fallible. I ſhall venture how- 


ever to withſtand this Doctor to his face, and 


will undertake to ſhew, that this new ſcheme 
d. © 7488 


( He deſcribes the preſent Clergy as idolaters of rea- 
Jon, vainly puffed up by their fleſhly mind; as ſmooth- 
tongued Prophets, who have ſophiſticated the pure word 
with flattering comments and gualifying gloſſes; as Scribes 
and Phariſees, who have made the commands of God of 
none effeft, have ſtifled the Spirit of them, and robbed them 
of all their power unto Salvation. He repreſents them as 


5 men, who wear indeed the garb and form of Religion, but 
are eſtranged all the while from its power and ſpirit : who 
| ** a political Scheme of Religion : who wiſh only to ſee 


the flouriſhing ſlate of a Nominal Church » who content 
themſelves with a Plan of Chriſtianity, accommodated to 
worldly eaſe and worldly pomp and ptomdo—a-plm; which 
warps the maxims of the heavenly to the falſe intiteRts of an 
earthly kingdom ; which flatters the luſis and pride of thoſe, 


oho are holden and overwhelmed by them; which palliates 


and even applauds the ſpirit-defiling luxury of rich men, 
who are cloathed in purple and ſine linen, and withold not 


their heart from any joy; and which lulls them into a fatal 


ſecurity, by perſuading them, that they may be Ch riſtians 
with the habitual renunciation of every Chriftian temper. 
This, as he aſſures his riſing Apologi/ts, is a true picture 
of faſhionable Chriſtianity ; and what they muſt embrace, 
, their aim be only to keep pace with their neighbours, 


p. 20, 20, 33, 34» 36. 
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(21) 
of Defence, which he has offered us, is 
very abſurd and irrational; that it is grounded 


upon principles, which are contrary not only 
to the expreſs declarations, but even to the 


whole tenor of the Goſpel; and that, in- 
ſtead of ſupporting this Goſpel, it would 
actually overturn it. All which I am ex- 
cited to, not, as may eaſily be ſuppoſed, 
with any view of convincing this Doctor, 


but only to let his ring Apologiſts fee, what 


a notable champion and excellent leader they 


have got, who really does not underftand the 


foundation of that Religion, he would teach 


others to defend; and who will not ſuffer 
men to embrace Chriſtianity upon any other 
principles, than ſuch, as would lead them 


finally to reject it. 


IV. | 

But, becauſe it will illuſtrate and confirm 
my Argument not a little, give me leave, 
before I proceed any further, juſt to take no- 
tice, that the ableſt and moſt conſiſtent ad- 


verſaries of the Goſpel have purſued the 


ſame Plan in undermining its foundation, 
which this Doctor recommends in order to 
eſtabliſh it ; that they have uſually employed 
the very ſame Topics, and frequently ex- 
B 3 preſſed 


622) 


preſſed themſelves in much the ſame lan- 
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guage. They have repreſented Reaſon as 
weak, and utterly incapable of judging at all 
about it: they have adviſed men, not to ex- 
amine into its Original, but to adhere to it, 
as a Fact already eſtabliſhed : and they have 
cried up and exalted Faith, as the only 


—— ————— — 
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A means, by which it can gain admiſſion into 


the heart. 
Human Reaſon, fays Mr. Bayle, is weak. I. 


| if | | 1s a principle of deſtruction, and not of edifica- 
110 
it 


tion. It is only fit to raiſe doubts, and to per- 
petuate diſputes ; and therefore he commends 
the wiſdom of thoſe, who have recourſe to Faith, 
as an Anchor of the Soul both ſure and ſtedfaſt; 
that is, who ground their belief of Revelation 
on the authority of God, which is the true re- 


medy of our uncertainties, and infallibly ſup- 
phes the obſcurity of our Reaſon. A Chriſtian, 
he ſays, who has recourſe to any Arguments be- 
fades God's Authority, becauſe Faith, without 
the help of the light of Nature, is not ſufficient 
to remove his uncertainty, does an injury to Re- 
wvelation, and atts contrary to the principles w 
a true Chriſtian. For, properly ſpeaking, fuch 
a one is not yet a Chriſtian; God's Authority 


is not ſufficient for Lim; but he will have Scrip 


ture 


725 
woo 


( 23 ) 
ture to be confirmed by the light of Reaſon. () It 
is therefore Mr. Bayle's opinion, that Reaſon 
ſhould never be concerned in matters of 
Revelation, much leſs be admitted to any 
debates about it; and, if what he fays be 
indeed true, his opinion without doubt is 


extremely well grounded. Chriſtzanity, he 


ſays, is of a ſupernatural Order, and therefore 
all diſputes among Chriſtians ought only to be 
carried to the tribunal of Revelation. A true 
believer, a Chriſtian who well underſtands the 
ſpirit of his religion, does not expe# to ſee it 
agree with the Aphoriſms of the Lycaum, nor 
ſuppoſe it able by the mere ſtrength of reaſon, to 
confute the objections of Reaſon. No: he well 
knows, that natural things have no proportion to 
ſupernatural ; he plainly ſees the difference be- 
tween Chriſtianity and Philoſophy, between 
Evidence and incomprebenſibility. Far there- 
fore from engaging with Scepticks and Unbe- 
liewers, be will contemn and deride them. Faith 
will place him above the regions, wherein the 
ſtorms of diſputation rage. He will find him- 
ne felf 

(*) La Raiſon Humaine eſt foible ; c'eſt un prin- 
cipe de deſtruction, et non pas d'edification: elle n'eſt 


propre qu'a former des doutes, &c. Dictionaire Mani- 


cheens (D). Pomponace (F). (G). 


(24) 
ſelf in a Poſt, from whence, being calm and un- 


_ diſturbed, he can hear the thunder of argumen- 


tations and diſtinctions roar below him, (*) 
Dr. Patten declares, that the ſuggeſtions of 
an Infidel would be weakly encountered by a 
hriſtian, who ſhould venture to diſpute with 
him upon the principles of Reaſon, and not 
bold himſelf intrenched within the rampart 
of God's woritten Word x. Mr. Bayle fays 
too, that many articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
defended and attacked by the arms of Phi- 
loſophy alone, cannot come off honorably, but 
are forced to retire under the fortreſſes of Scrip- 
ture: And that @a Diſpute, where natural 
Light is only employed, will always terminate 
to the diſadvantage of Divines, who muſt give 
ground and withdraw themſelves under the can- 
non of ſupernatural Light, And therefore 
Chriſtians, ſays he, /hould abandon all reaſons 
a priori, as the outworks of a place, which may 
be inſulted and cannot be maintained ; they 
ſhould content themſelves with reaſons a poſte- 
riori, and place all their forces behind the en- 
 trenchment of Scripture. For this is an im- 
pregnable rampart, and is ſufficient to render 
| | the 


( Le Cbriſtianime eſt d'un ordre ſurnaturel, ar. 
Dict. p. 3001. & 3004. Rot, 1720. 5 
* p. II, 20, 24. 


48-1 


the cauſe of the orthodox viftorious, though their 


reaſons a priori may all be refuted. (*Y _ 
The late Lord Bolingbroke has, in ſe⸗ 


veral Parts of his works, declared himſelf 


ſtill more explicitly in favor of our Doctor's 
Scheme. 7. be Human Mind, ſays this noble 
Lord, holds a very low rank in the Intellectual 
Syſtem. We are placed, as it were, in an In- 
telletual twilight, where we diſcover but few 
things clearly, and none intirely ; upon which 
account Reaſon 1s modeſt and ſober, never af- 


fetts to lead men beyond her bounds, but delivers 


them over to Revelation. Faith and Reafo 2 
Revealed and Natural knowledge, ought always 
to be diſtinguiſhed ; becauſe many dogma's, 
which are mere hypotheſes upon Reaſon and Phi- 
loſophy, muſt ſolely be maintained on the autho- 
rity of the Scriptures. Revelation, ſays he, 
has been laid more open to the attacks of Unbe- 
lievers by Explanations and Defences, than it 
would have been, rf it had been left to ſtand with- 
| out 


(4) Ib. p. 2990. Ils auroient du abandonner toutes 
les raiſons a priori, comme des dehors de la place qui 
peuvent etre inſultez, et qu' on ne ſgauroit garder. II 
faloit ſe contenter des raiſons a poſteriori, et mettre 
toutes ſes forces derriere ce retranchement.— Voila un 
rampart imprenable, et cela ſuffit pour rendre victorieuſe 
la Cauſe des Orthodoxes, encore que leurs raiſons 2 
priori puſſent etre refutees. Ib. Pauliciens (E.). 
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(26) 

out them on the proper proofs of this Fact ſingly, 
ITISAREVELATION: for here 
they diſarm Chriſtianity of her beſt defence, 
by taking her out of this ftrong hold, and by 
truſting to thoſe feeble entrenchments, which 
they are able to caſt up. The authority of the 
Chriſtian Religion is, and can be alone properly 
founded on Facts; and the mouths of all pre- 
tenders to Reaſon might have been flopped, by 
refufing to reaſon about a revelation, already 
proved to be Divine; by infiſting, that every 
thing, neceſſary to be known, was clearly and 
Jully revealed in the Scriptures. And if Chriſ- 
trans had not gone off this rock, in compliance 
with Philoſophical mode, and the vanity of 
their own hearts, they could not have been forced 
from it. () 

Thus Lord Bolingbroke, as well as Bayle, 


ſhuts Reaſon, we ſee, intirely out of the 


Queſtion, and is ſo far from agreeing with 
as in making natural Religion the founda- 


tion of Revealed, that, in another place 


he calls it efabliſhing myſtery on Metaphyſicks, 
Revelation on Philoſophy; and he derides 
our Divines for the hilly pains, they have 


LY | 

() Letter to Sir Wm. Windham, p. 475, 477. 

Vol. 1%. p. 252. II. 150, 153. IX. 257, 260, 280, 
201. Philoſophical Works, O4Htavo. 
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(27) 
taken to defend it on this bottom: <whereas, 
ſays he, a Religion, founded on the authority 
of a Divine Miſſion, confirmed by Prophecies 
and Miracles, appeals to Facts; and the Facts 
muſt be proved as all other Facts, that is, by 
Hiſtory ; for this alone can furniſh the proper 
proofs. Let us then imagine the Divine and 
his Lordſhip to join iſſue, and to reſt the 
merits of the debate upon this ſingle proof; 
what now would be the conſequence ? why 
his Lordſhip would tell him, as he actually 
has done, that falſe Hiſtory and ſham Mira- 
cles were formerly employed to propagate, and 
for aught he knew, to eſtabliſh Chriſtianity: 
and having precluded the Divine from the 
only criterion, which can enable him to di- 
ſtinguiſh true Hiſtory from falſe; and ſham 
miracles from Impoſtures, would leave him 


to ſupport his Revelation, as well as he 
could. (“) 


Now Dr. Parten himſelf declares Bayle to 
have been a Sceptic, () and it will eaſily be 
imagined, that Lord Bolinghroke was no 
very good believer. Yet it is evident from 
the paſſages I have produced, that this Lord 
and this Sceptic have given no other cha- 

racter 


(*) Bolingbroke's Letters upon ſtory: Lett. V. 
(*) p. 12. 5 


( 28 ) 
racer or account of Chriſtianity, than what 
this Doctor has given; that, on the con- 


trary, they have repreſented it under the 
ſame light with him, and have inculcated 


the ſame method of defending and ſupport- 
ing it, which it is the ſole buſineſs of his Ser- 


mon to eſtabliſh. This at firſt fight may ſeem 
a little myſterious ; yet there is nothing 


more in it, but that thoſe, who have op- 


_ poſed the Goſpel, have ſometimes known 
what they have been about, abundantly bet-- 


ter than thoſe, who have defended it; upon 
which account we have frequently ſeen the 
Divine employing the fame weapons to main- 
tain Chriſtianity, which the Infidel in the 
mean while has been employing tooverthrow 
it. That this is actually the Caſe in the 
Inſtance before us, appears in ſome meaſure 
already; but it will be confirmed beyond all 


diſpute, when I have ſhewn, as I now pro- 


cced to do, that Reaſon is, and muſt be 


the primary guide and ultimate teſt of Re- 


velation; or, which is exactly the ſame 


thing, that natural Religion is the founda- 


tion of Revealed. 


— * 


3 
In the firſt place then, it is certain, that, 
in order to know and embrace a Revelation, 
We 


1 


629) 
we muſt previouſly be indued with Powers, 
which are capable of underſtanding, what 
it ſets forth, and of comprehending the 
terms, in which it is conceived. Thus, if 


a Revelation treateth of Matters, which re- 


late to the Being of a God, and to his Juſtice 
and Goodneſs, I muſt previouſly know, that 
ſuch a Being exiſts, and have ideas alſo of 
the Attributes of Juſt and. Good, or elſe I 
can by no means comprehend the Revela- 
tion. If a Revelation layeth down a Syſtem 
of Morality, which dependeth on the No- 
tions of Right and Wrong, I muſt have, 
antecedently within myſelf, ſome general 


notions of Right and Wrong, or I am per- 


fectly incapable of underſtanding the Reve- 
lation. 

The late Land Bolitigbroke, whoſe aim, 
as well as this Doctor's, was to deſtroy Na- 
tural Religion, but for purpoſes, as we ſhall 
ſee, much more conſiſtent, maintained, that 
the mind has no power of framing ſuch ge- 


neral notions ; that it neither does nor can 


frame any ideas of Moral or Immoral in ge- 


neral ; go, nor any general idea of theſe par- 


ticular kinds, juſt or unjuſt ; and he charged 


Dr. Clarke with nothing leſs than impiety, 
for preſuming to apply ſuch ideas to the 
2 Deity. 


r 
11 3 # 4 1 4. 


(30) 

Deity. () Now if this was really the Caſe, 
there could poſſibly be no ſuch thing, as 
Natural Religion. Natural Religion would 


then be, what this Lord and this Doctor 


have both thought fit to deſcribe it, an 
imaginary Syſtem, proceeding from Meta- 
phyſicks and abſtract reaſoning. It would 
likewiſe be impoſſible, which this Lord 
would allow, though this Doctor would 
not, that there could be any ſuch thing as 
a Revelation, like the Chriſtian; becauſe it 
would be impoſſible for Man to receive, or 
even God to communicate ſuch a Revelation 
to him, without furniſhing him with powers, 
which he had not before, and, as it were, 
creating him a-new. In ſhort, he could 
not pay any attention to it at all, in ſuch 


circumſtances as theſe; but, ke the dellf 


adder, that ſtoppeth her ears, would refuſe to 
hear the voice of the charmer, charmed he never 
ſs wiſh. 

And yet theſe Divines would gladly per- 
ſuade us, that we have, in reality, no ſuch 
general Notions, and are perpetually de- 


crying Natural Religion, which is grounded 
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upon them: nay, they would ſeem to con- 
firm their declamations upon this Topick 


by 
(«) V. I. p. 109, and Patriot King, p. 94. 8vo. 
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(3). 
by an appeal to Fact; for they often aſk us, 
where Natural Religion was before the Goſ- 
pel? Juſt fo, I remember, the Jeſuit aſked 
Chillingworth, where his Religion was before 
Luther? Now, I apprehend, the ſame an- 
ſwer will be decifive to both queries: for 
we may ſay of Natural Religion, when 
Chriſtianity was promulged, as we may of 
Revealed at the time of the Reformation, 
that it had indeed an actual exiſtence in 
the world, but that, being corrupted and 
deformed by Philoſophy and Superſtition, 
it was for that reaſon not ſo eaſy to be diſ- 
cerned: all the difference in the two Caſes 
being no other than this, that the Religion - 
of the Goſpel was written in viſible Cha- 
racters, whereas the Religion of Nature was 


only written upon the inviſible tablet of 
every man 's heart. 


1. And that what I have here ſaid about 


Natural Religion is no chimerical and fan- 
taſtic, but a very true and fair account of 
it, will appear from Revelation itſelf, by 
which it will be found to be abundantly 
confirmed. Natural Religion, let us re- 
member, is nothing more than the/dictates 
of Common Senſe, or the Informations, we 


receive from our Natural Powers, in all 
| matters 


(32) 
matters of duty, relating to God and Man; 
and it includes a knowledge of God's Ex- 
iſtence, of his Attributes of Juſtice and 
Goodneſs, and real Conceptions of Right 
and Wrong. This is Natural Religion : 
and theſe the principles, of which it con- 
fiſts. But nothing can be plainer, than 
that Revelation does not any where incul- 
cate theſe principles, as if mankind were 
unacquainted with them before, but every 
where ſuppoſes them to be already known. 
The Being and Attributes of God are no 
where demonſtrated in Holy Writ, but de- 
clared to have been clearly viſible from the 
Creation of the World, and capable of being 
underſtood by the things that are made : for 
which reaſon the Gentiles were left without 


excuſe, becauſe that, when they knew God, 
_ they glorified him not as God. In like man- 


ner, the notions of Right and Wrong, or 


the Principles of Morality, are never pro- 


poſed to us by the Writers of the New 
Teſtament, as any thing New, but always 


appealed to as inherent in us already. So 


St. Paul, without attempting to explain, is 
only ſollicitous to enforce, whatſcever things 
are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, what- 
ſeever things are juſt, Sc. And hence the 


very 
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1 ( 350 
very oppoſers of the Goſpel have obſerved, 
that it was not given to explain Morality, or 
to convince Men of its reaſonableneſs, but only 


to enforce the practice of it by a ſuperior Au- 


thority. (“) 

2. Further; it is not only elear from the 
expreſs declarations, but likewiſe from the 
whole purport and tenor of the Goſpel, 
that theſe principles of Natural Religion 
muſt be previouſly implanted in us, as the 
genuine foundation and ſupport of Revealed. 
Man is repreſented in Holy Writ, as having 


fallen from ſome ſtate of perfection, in 


which he was placed originally ; the conſe- 
quence of which was, that his Under- 
ſtanding becamie darkned, and his Will de- 
praved. His natural Notions grew corrupt 
and abominable; and habitual Error and 
Depravity oppreſſed him at length ſo intirely, 
that he was quite incapable of reſtoring 
himſelf. God was gracioufly pleaſed to 
reſtore him ; to reſtore his natural Notions 
to their original purity, and to regulate and 
correct the obliquities of his Will. This, 
we know, he did by ſeveral ſucceſſive Re- 
velations from Adam to Chriſt, . and by 


means under each, the beſt adapted to his 


nog.” C . cir- 
V.. p, 906, Bolingb. P. W. 
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forth in the E 
Teſtament : from which we learn, that its 
intent and purpoſe was, not to form a new 


(34) 
circumſtances. Theſe are the grounds of 
Revelation, as they are explained and ſet 
Book of the Old and New 


Creature, but to redeem an old one; not 


to imprint new notions, but to recall 
old ones; not to confer upon Man any 


Powers, which he had not before, but 


only to reſtore him to the free Uſe and 
Exerciſe of thoſe, which he had. Hence 


St. Auſtin has well and emphatically ſaid, 


that 7he written Law was not given, becauſe 
we had no Law written in our hearts, but 
becauſe we had forſaken our hearts, and ne- 


glected to read it. What is it therefore, ſays he, 
which the written Law calls for from thoſe, 


who had forſaken the Law written in their 
hearts, but, Return, O Tranſgreſſors, to your 
own hearts. (*) So our Saviour deſcfibes him- 
ſelf, as a kind of remembrancer, who as 
come to call, not the righteous, but finners to 


Yeo 
() Data eft conſcripta lex, non quia in cordibus ſcripta 


non erat, fed quia tu fugitivus eras cordis tui non enim 
ſcriptam non habebas, ſed legere nolebas. Propterea ſcripta 


lex quid clamat eis, qui deſeruerunt legem ſcriptam in. cor- 


dibus furs ? Redite, Prævaricatores, ad Cor. Auguſt. 


Tom. iv. p. 540, Edit. Ben. 
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(99 7 
repentance ; as Aa Phyſician alſo, who Was 
ſent, not to the whole, but to the ſick: 
and accordingly he may be ſaid, in more 


ſenſes than one, to have given fight to the 


blind, ſtrengtb to the lame, and to have opened 
the ears of the deaf. But it was no pur- 
poſe of his miſſion, nor did he ever pre- 
tend, to give ſight to men, who wanted 


eyes; to enable men to walk without the 


uſe of legs; or to open the ears of thoſe, 
who had none. Theſe abſurdities and con- 
tradictions were reſerved for the new-fa- 
ſhioned Divinity of this age ; which would 
teach us, that he came to inculeate ſuper- 
natural Truths, before there were any na- 
tural; or, in other terms, that Natural Re- 
ligion is no foundation of Revealed. 


VI. | 
| Secondly, I affirm, that theſe Natural 
Notions, or principles of Natural Religion; 
which have often been called, as in Truth 


they are, God's firſt Revelation to mankind, 


muſt be the primary guide and ultimate 
teſt of every other Revelation, which ſhall 
ſucceed it ; and therefore that all pretended 
Revelations afterwards muſt be examined 


by this teſt, before we can know them to 
C 2 be 
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be truly Divine. Our Doctor indeed, and 
other Divines of his ſtamp and character, 
will conſider an affirmation of this nature 
as impious and Deiſtical; will call it Apoſ- 
tacy in a Chriſtian to aſk himſelf at any 
Period of his Life, whether the Religion 
he embraces be an Inſtitution from God, 
or an Invention of Man; and, far from fuf- 
fering him to examine, will exhort him only 
to believe. Thus the Reverend Dr. Hodges 
makes the very æra of Deiſm to commence 
from the time, that the old Serpent, the 
founder of it, appeared to contradict and op- 
poſe the divine precepts, by ſuggeſting bis— 
HATH GOD SAID? inſtructing hereby, 
ſays he, bis children of all ages fince, that by 
virtue of their cun natural Powers, their 
Underſtanding and Wiſdom, they have a right 
to examine the reaſonableneſs of a Revelation, 
a right to fit in judgment over the pofitive Laws 
of God. And he calls the Law of Nature, 
or the Law of Reaſon the Medium or con- 


netting Tie, which united Satan and the Sons 


of Adam in a firm confederacy. (() But let 
ſuch Doctors talk of the Children of the 
Devil, and rave, as long as they pleaſe, in 

the 


(v) ELI U. by Walter Hodges, D. D. Provoſt 
of Oriel College, Oxford. Prelim. Diſc. p. 9. 22. 
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the ſame fanatic ſtrain, every man in his 
ſenſes muſt needs be convinced, that ſuch 
an examination is highly reaſonable and 
neceſſary; that it is enjoined, and even 
commended by the Goſpel itſelf; and that 
it is his Duty to ſearch the Scriptures, leſt, 
while he means to adore the true God, he 

ſhould only be bowing the knee to Baal. 
But to expoſe the abſurdity of theſe zea- 
lots upon this Head, as well as to ſhew, 
how extremely well grounded ſuch a right 
of examining is, let us for a moment caſt 
our eyes round the globe ; where we ſhall 
ſee many different religions profeſſed in dif- 
ferent parts of it, which all pretend, under 
their ſeveral Leaders, to be Revelations from 
Heaven. The Learned have attempted to 
ſettle the preciſe portion of the Earth, 
which each Religion, under its general Title, 
poſſeſſes; and they tell us, that, if the 
known regions of the world were to be di- 
vided into thirty equal parts, five would be 
found Chriſtian, fix Mahometan, and nine- 
teen Pagan. () Now, in ſuch a ſituation, 
what direction muſt we follow ? or muſt we 
follow none at all? If none at all, this, as 
Mr. Chillingworth obſerves, is /ike drawing 
3 | lots, 


(*) Brerewood upon Languages, Ch. 14. 


( 38) : 
hots, or throwing the dice for the choice of a 
Religion. () How, I fay, ſhall we ſeparate 
the ore from this monſtrous heap of droſs ? 


falſe, a Divine Revelation from an Human 
Impoſture ? why, by the Uſe and Appli- 
cation of our Natural Powers ; for this 
is the only teſt, by which they muſt all 

tried, and which alone can enable us 
to judge between the Genuine and the 


adviſes every man, that in an affair, of all 
others the moſt important, he ſhould wholly de- 
pend upon his own judgment, and exert his 
own Natural powers in the Search of Truth 


error, he be as effectually deceived, as if be 
bad really no ſuch powers. For, ſays he, 
God has furniſhed every man with ſuch a portion 


ö 


condition; and by which be 1s able as well to 
ſet on foot new Enquiries of himſelf, as to 
examine what he receives by Tradition from 


others, ( ) 


And 


F — 
f 14 A 
1 N 1 
, 1 pa 
141 
o * =F 
1. 
14 7 
19 
1 
91 * bh 
a b 
7 1 
N > 
_— : wy 
1 1 
2 9 
L ++ 
& VB 
. \ 
2 5 
3 % 
2x5 
131 £7 
1 
87 
14 
1 
> x * 
* 
1 7 
1 3 
2 
d 5 
1 Þ 
42 
474 
5 US 
1 89 
"By '85 
© $3 #*K 
: I EF 
i:F 
6 1 1 * 
* 
An 
. (- * 
4 25 
EE &. 
1 
AX: 
0 ; . if F 
a) if 
. 147 
N * 435 1 
p , 4 1 7 4 
Gd * 14 
1 : 
; ve : N 
. + 8 bt , 
*. 1 
A r 
5 2 1 
20 #6 
TH 2; 
0 4. 
7 11 
: 
11 
i $4 1 
38 13 
, 1 
: 
| A 
* 
7 
3 15 
4 of y 1 
, ES 
£3 2 
#3 hs 
y # $7 
1 
11 4 
7 5 
97 4 
1 FF - Fi 
; bs Lok 
% 
5 6 672% 
944 
4 44 
19 
1 
Is # 
TE: 
o ve 
7s 
4 3; £5 8 
1 
: 2.9 
1 . 1 F 9 
1 
1 43E + . 
$$ 
| . a 5 
7 5 Ty 
£ 1 * 
Ji * 7 1 
* ö 4 \ * 
* 17% "38 3057 
l 8 wo 
o 4. © » 
1 10 
4 2 13 
g 4 119 / 
Fo +23 1 
1 N 
15 + . 
* i & > 72 > 
þ "+482 Mb * 
* . 1 
e 
71 T4 
| 1 
© „ 
5.4 2 4 iy 
% : 72 
« RE) 
: 5 
1 * 
. + Þ TR 
. $ „ 4% 
14 
8 11 
1 4 
4 7 155 
* . 
by 4 7 
ö 3 | 775 
14 99 
1 1 
"8; PRA: 
E 1 
. F 2 *s7 
n 
2-4 LW 4 
1 
r 
3 1 +. --- #38 
: I & 
82 + 1 
7 N I'S: 
c 353 Io 
1 
34 q 2.4K 
7 TI 45 
# n 
5 oe 
N 74 4 23% 3 
. & Nr 
4 0 * x $ 
1 0 71 . * 
p 1 1 
- N: £78 
. +, 
1 1 bl 1 
2 N 
* 33> 
434 
: þ 
: 2 D 
c 
” IF. - } 
N Þ? 
3 : a 
* #1 P 
: Sm BL 
a 71 
: 1 
5 : 1 
7 "+ 1 
» 2 TY 
L 2 $$ 
4 U 7 
1 1. 
4 
1 3 
5 7 
i l 
g 186 


(*) Religion of Proteſtants, C. 1 I. §. 118. 
(>) Quare oportet in ea re maxime, in qua vitæ ratio 


propriis 


How ſhall we diſtinguiſh true Religion from : 


Spurious, Wherefore Lafantius ftrongly 


left, by an implicit ſubmiſſion to eftabliſhed 


of Reaſon, as is ſuitable to his Nature and 


verſatur, ſibi quemque confidere, ſuoque judicio ac 
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And to the ſhame and confuſion of fuch 
Proteſtants, it may be remarked ſtill further, 
that even the Papiſts themſelves, who do 
not allow too much to the Natural Powers 
of Man, and certainly are not t apt to encou- 
rage a ſpirit of examining, do yet allow 
the privilege, which theſe Doctors deny. 
The celebrated Huetius has written more 
Books than one, on purpoſe to expoſe the 
weakneſs of Human Reaſon ; () which he 
has indeed depreſſed ſo very low, that, in- 
ſtead of judging in Matters of Religion, he 
hardly allows it able to judge of any thing at 
all: for, ſays he, there is no Truth fo plain 
and fimple, whoſe perception does not depend 
upon an infinity of circumſtances ; nothing fo 
eaſy to be known, of whoſe real knowledge you 
can ever be certain; nothing, in ſhort, but 
what 1s clogged with difficulties, which all the 
wit of Man can never remove, () And yet, 
| 5 in 
propriis ſenſibus niti ad inveſtigandam et perpendendam 
veritatem; quam credentem alienis erroribus decipi, 
tanquam ipſum rationis expertem. Dedit omnibus 
Deus pro virili portione ſapientiam; ut et inaudita i in- 


veſtigare poſſent, et audita perpendere. Lib. 11. 
(©) Quęſliones Alnetanæ, and, De la Foiblefſe de RE yu 


Humain. 
ot Nulla « enim res eſt adeo ſimplex, cujus cognitio 
ex infinitis rebus non pendeat; nulla cognitu adeo fa- 
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( 40 ) 
in one of theſe very Books, he declares, that 
Reaſon muſt neceſſarily be antecedent to Faith 
that Faith flands in need of the affiſtance of 
Reaſon, in order to explore and aſcertain her 
proper object ; that the mind of a Believer, 
before it can riſe to Faith, muſt be furniſhed 
with | many things, which are knowable by Rea- 
ſon; with the knowledge of God's exiſtence, of 
his own, of the vifible frame and conſtitution 
of the world, and many other notions or doc- 


trines deducible from thence, which the Apo- 
fle reckons among bis natural knowledge; that, 


if Paith 9was to reject this afſi ance from Rea- 
fon, and require the aſſent of of the mind to be pro- 
ſlituted at random, every thing would be pro- 
mſcuouſly believed; as well what is Intelligi- 
ble, as 'what is Unintelligible; Revelation as 
well as Impoſture and all the merit of Faith, 
together with Faith itſelf, would utterly be de- 
firoyed and fall to the ground. For 10 be- 
lieve, and yet not to know what it is you believe, 
would be, in truth, to aft the part of a Mad- 
man. (*) Thus this very learned Prelate 

not 
cilis, quam noſcere te certo ſcire poſſis ; nulla, in qua 


cognoſcendã non ſumma fit ſemper et ineluctabilis diffi- 


cultas. Cenſ. Carteſ. Philoſ. C. 11. §. 15. 
() Adde, Rationem prævertere Fidei; adde, et 


Fidem requirere aliquem Rationis uſum ea exnlocandis et 
diſ- 
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(41) 
not only confirms what I have before ad- 
vanced to ſhew, that Natural Religion is 
fundamental to Revealed, but expreſſly owns 
the point, for which I am here contending. 
And it muſt be matter of aſtoniſhment to 


the Reader to obſerve, that neither the in- 


fallible authority of his Church, nor his own 
attachments and prejudices in her favor, nor 
the low opinion he had conceived of the 
Powers of Human Reaſon, could biaſs this 
Popiſh Biſhop ſo far, as to make him diſ- 
own the neceſſity and reaſonableneſs of a 
procedure, which theſe Proteſtant Doctors 
aſcribe to the ſuggeſtions of the Devil; and 
for which he has declared them before-hand 
to be no better than Madmen. 


VII. 


diſpicientis, que mentem ad credendum invitant; 
adde, et mentem credentis plurimarum rerum notitia 


prius imbutam eſſe oportere, quam ſuſcipiat fidem, 


velut notitia exiſtentiæ Dei, ſui, mundi, aliarumque 
complurium rerum, quæ juxta Apoſtoli teſtificationem 
per Rationem cognoſcuntur. Sin ſecus eſſet, et, velut 
proſtituto ad obvia quæque mentis aſſenſu, omnem ra- 
tionis Uſum atque opem Fides reſpueret, indiſcrimi- 
natim omnia crederentur; et intelleQa, et non intel- 
lecta; et revelata, et non revelata; atque laus omnis 


Fidei, Fideſque ipſa concideret. Credere enim, nec 


quid credatur ſcire, inſanire eſt. Alnetan. Queſt, 
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( 42 ) 


VII. 


The Queſtion therefore now is, how ſhall 
we know the Chriſtian Religion to be in- 
deed a Revelation? I ſay, by examining 
firſt, into the reaſonableneſs of its doctrines, 
and of the ends it propoſes z whether they 
agree with our notions of the Divine Attri- 
butes ; whether they be conformable, or at 
leaſt not contradictory, () to any manifeſt 
Truths, Natural and Moral: and when 1 
have thus laid the ground-work and foun- 
dation, and have diſcoyered, that it may be 
a Revelation, for any thing that Reaſon 
urges to the contrary, I then proceed to try, 
whether it actually is ſo, by inquiring, ſe- 
condly, into the reality of its Miracles, and 
weighing the merits of all thoſe other proofs, 
which are uſually called its external evi- 
dence, This would be my manner of pro- 


ceeding; 


(') When we affirm Natural Religion to be the 
foundation of Revealed, we do not mean, that Re- 
vealed Religion muſt be in every reſpect conformable, - 
but only that it muſt not be in any contradictory, to 
Natural : for it is certain, that there are many parti- 
culars in Revealed, which make no part of Natural 

Religion, and which the pureſt and moſt improved Rea- 


ſon alone could never have attained the leaſt concep- 
tion of. 
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(43) 
ceeding ; which I could ſupport, if there 
was occaſion, by the authority and example 
of the ableſt and moſt orthodox Divines. 
But Dr. Hodges, as we have ſeen, declares 
againſt this procedure ; and Dr. Patten af- 
firms, that we ought to proceed in an u 
terly inverted order; not by preſuming to 
Reaſon, but by attending to Facts. What- 
ever reaſonings, ſays he, the Goſpel needeth, 
lien a very narrow compaſs, and are founded 
oh the ſure baſis of Fact. The works, which 
never man did, bear witneſs to the worker, 
that he is the Son of God. Behold the Fortreſs 
of a Chriſtian's Reaſoning ! the ground, in 
which he ſhould always keep himſelf intrenched! 
and then all arguments, levelled againſt him 
from the armory of Metaphy/icks and the ima- 
gined reaſons of things, will fall harmleſs to the 
earth. () Thus all appeal to Reaſon is intirely 
precluded ; all reference to doctrines forbid 
upon pain of preſumption ; and Chriſtianity 
is left to ſtand upon the fingle evidence of 
its Miracles. Now I do affirm in flat con- 
tradiction to this Doctor, and will eh 
dertake to prove, that Miracles, thus abſo- 
ſolutely and ſingly conſidered, are not ſuffi- 
cient to eſtabliſh the Divinity of the Goſpel. 


I. We 
(0 p. 29. 11, 


„ 

1. We may obſerve, that though a mat- 
ter of Fact be ever ſo ſtrongly ſupported by 
the teſtimony of witneſſes, yet our belief 
of it will neceſſarily be determined by the 
nature and circumſtances of that Fact. 
Should a Fact be offered to our belief, which 
Reaſon and Common Senſe declare to be 
impoſſible, we muſt inſtantly reject it, 
though atteſted and confirmed by the moſt 
authentic and unqueſtionable records. Were 
this Fact not impoſſible, but only to a cer- 
tain pitch improbable, though we ſhould 
not at once reject it, yet we ſhould heſitate 
more or leſs in yielding our aſſent, according 
to the degree it held in the ſcale of proba- 
bility. This is Nature; and if we will but 
attend to what paſles in our minds, we 
never, in ſpite of any evidence from teſti- 
mony and authority, reſt ſatisfied in a firm 
perſuaſion or belief of any fact, till we have 
previouſly examined the reaſonableneſs, on 
which it is grounded. Now as Miracles are 
indifputably the moſt improbable of all Facts, 
which are not impoſſible, ſo they require 
not only the ſtrongeſt teſtimony from men, 


but likewiſe the moſt apparent reaſonable- 
neſs in themſelves, to make them cre- 


dible. 
2, If 


7 IRS 5 
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2, If outward teſtimony were ſufficient of 
itſelf to evince the credibility of Miracles, as 
this Divine contends in regard to thoſe of _ 


the Goſpel, then all Miracles muſt be re- 


ceived as equally credible, where the cir- 
cumſtances, which atteſt them, are equal} 

valid; and hence we ſhould be driven to 
acknowledge a multitude of miracles, which 
are not of Divine, but only Human Ori- 
ginal ; ſuch, as frequently occur in Pagan 

or Popiſh writers. For if we exclude all 
examination of the ends, for which they 
were wrought, and of the doctrines they pre- 
tend to confirm, the ſole criterion of their 
Truth is Human Teſtimony ; and then the 


authority of a Ph:Joſtratus or a Bernard be- 
comes of equal weight with the authority 


of an Evangeliſt or Apoſtle. The ancient 
Adverſaries of Chriſtianity ſaw the force of 
this perfectly; and therefore it was very 
common with them, in the early ages of 
the church, to attack the miracles of the 
Goſpel, by confronting them with Miracles, 
which they affirmed to be equally authentic. 
Thus Hierocles in a Work, which was an- 
ſwered by Euſebius, drew a Parallel between 


the Miracles of Apollonius Tyaneus and Jeſus 


Chriſt ; with a view, ſays Lactantius, to de- 


firoy 


3 (46) 
roy thoſe of the latter. ['] And in St: 
Auſtin's time we learn, that the Chriſtians 
were ſo perplexed with this ſame Parallel, 
as to have recourſe to that Father for a Solu- 
tion of the difficulty. () So were we to de- 
ſcend from Pagam to Popiſh Legends, we 
ſhould find innumerable miracles, as ſtrongly 
affirmed and as well atteſted, as any Matters 
of Fact can poſſibly be; all which we ſhould 
be obliged to admit upon this Doctor's Sy- 
ſtem, but which we make no ſcruple to re- 
ject, notwithſtanding the moſt powerful 
teſtimony in their favor. And why? be- 
cauſe they endeavored to confirm error and 
ſuperſtition; to eſtabliſh doctrines, unworthy 
of the Deity; and, in ſhort, to promote 
ends and purpoſes, which contradict our no- 
tions of his Being and Attributes. () 
1 3. That 
[s] Item cum facta ejus mirabilia deſtrueret, nec 
tamen negaret, voluit oſtendere, Apollonium vel paria, 
vel etiam majora feciſſe. L. v. §. 3. et Euſeb. De- 
monſt. Evang. p. ir. © 
( Precator acceſſerim, ut ad ea vigilantius re- 
ſpondere digneris, in quibus nihil amplius Dominum, 
quam alii homines facere potuerunt, feciſſe mentiun- = 
tur. Apollonium ſiquidem ſuum et Apuleium alioſque 
magicæ artis homines in medium proferunt, quorum 3 
majora contendunt extitiſſe miracula. Marcellinus ad ig E- 
Auguſtin. Tom. 11. p. 401. Ed. Ben. | | 4 
4 (*) For my part, ſays Mr. Chillingworth,\/ profeſs, 
(a0 if the doctrine of the Scripture were not as good, and 
| as 
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That Miracles muſt always ſubmit to 


be examined by this Teſt, before they can 
be received as genuin, 1s not only agreeable 
to Reaſon and Common Senſe, but plainly 


declared by Revelation alſo. For it is obſer- 


able, that neither the miracles of the Old. 


nor of the New Teſtament are ever recom- 


mended to our belief, merely upon the au- 


_ thority of thoſe, who aſſert them. We learn 
from the Scriptures, that Miracles have been 


wrought by perſons, who had no Divine 
Commiſſion; and we read of Jannes and 


Jambres, who withſtood Moſes, and of Simon, 


who bewitched the people of Samaria with his 
Sorceries. This both Moſes and Jeſus knew 
very well ; and therefore we find them fore- 
arming their diſciples againſt ſuch ſeducers, 


by telling them, that falſe Prophets ſhould 


ariſe, and ſhould ſhew great figns and wonders, 


inſomuch that they ſhould deceive, if it were 
poſſible, the very elect. For the ſame reaſon 


St. Paul encourages the Galatians to with- 
ſtand even an angel Jul Heaven, if he of- 


fered 


as fit to come from the fountain of Goodneſs, as the Mira- 
cles, by which it was confirmed, were great, 1 ſhould want 
one main pillar of my Faith : and for want of it, 1 fear, 


Y. 46. 


ſhould be much flaggered in it. Rel, of Prot. C. 11. 
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fered to preach any ſtrange doctrines; and 
St. John warns thoſe, to whom he was wri- 
ting, not to believe every ſpirit, but to try the 
Spirits, whether they be of God, becauſe many 
falſe Prophets are gone out into the world. (*) 
Here then, inſtead of reſting the Truth, 
and conſequently the Defenee of Chriſti- 
anity, upon the ſimple teſtimony of its Mi- 
racles, which Dr. Patten adviſes, we are cau- 
tioned againſt ſo doing in the moſt explicit 
terms, and by the expreſs authority of the 
Scriptures themſelves : by which we are 
taught, that Miracles, however atteſted, 
nay, though even performed before our eyes, 
ought to have no effect upon us at all, till 
we have examined the ends, they are 
- wrought to eſtabliſh; and that it is our duty 
to try the miracles themſelves, and utterly 
reject them, if they pretend to confirm any 
thing, which is contrary to right reaſon and 
ſound doctrine. 

4. But if the Founders of our Religion 
had been leſs explicit than they are, or even 
wholly ſilent, upon this particular point, yet 
common ſenſe might teach us, that Mira- 
cles, excluſively of any appeal to Doctrines, 

could 


(*) 2. Tim. 11. 8. Acts vIII. 9. Deut. xIII. I. 
Matth. xx1v. 24. Gal. 1. 8. 1 John iv. 1, 
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„„ 
can never prove the Divinity of the Scrip- 
tures, if for nothing elſe, but their being at- 
teſted by theſe Scriptures only: () for ſuch 
a proof would really be no. other than an 
arguing in a circle, which, under « ſhew of 


proving, intirely begs the Queſtion. When 
the Jeſuit Knot attempted to prove the Au- 


thority of his Church, he did it by the inter- 


pretation of certain Texts in Scripture ; and 


when he was called upon to juſtify his In- 
terpretation of thoſe Texts, he ſeemed in- 


clined to do it by the Authority of his 
Church. Now, ſays Mr. Chillingworth, 


that will be to dance finely 7 in a Round; firſt, 


to believe the Church's Authority, PAO the 
Scriptures avouch it, and, then, to believe, 
that the Scriptures ſay and mean ſo, becauſe they 
are fo expounded by the Church. Is not this, 


ſays he, for a Father to beget his Son, and the - 


D W 
(i) I know very well, that the Miracles of our Sa- 
viour have been atteſted likewiſe by Unbelievers ; ſuch 


as Celſus, Julian, and Porphyry. But then the teſti- 
mony of theſe Pagans, upon Dr. Patten's principles, 


is either of no weight at all in regard to our Saviour's, 


or of equal weight in regard to other miracles. For 
it muſt be remembered, that they equally allowed of 
Pagan and Chriſtian Miracles; and ſome have ſuſpected 
from hence, that the ready aſſent, which they paid to 


the latter, proceeded not a little from their belief of 
the former, 
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Son to beget his Father? for the foundation to 
ſupport the Houſe, and the Houſe to ſupport the 
foundation? ( Dr, Rogers, alluding to this 
ſame proof, declares it to be juſt as good a one, 
as a Mahometan might give for the Alchoran. 
T beheve, he might ſay, the Alchoran to be true, ; 
becauſe the Mufti, wwho is infallible, affirms it | 
to beſo: and I believe the Mufti to be infallible, 
becauſe the Alchoran ſays he is ſo. (() In the 13 
ſame manner Dr. Patten: I believe the 1 
Scriptures to be Divine, becauſe they are f 
confirmed by Miracles; and I believe the 
Miracles to be Divine, becauſe they are at- 
teſted by the Scriptures. Is not the reaſon- ( 
ing exactly the ſame ? Is not this, as Chil. 2 
lingævorth ſays, dancing finely in a round? and 1 
i 
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do not ſuch Divines, as dance this round, 
while they vainly pretend to ſtrengthen the 
foundation of Chriſtianity, leave it without 
any foundation at all? Yes, they do; and 
therefore we will aſſure them, in the words 
of Dr. Rogers, that they may delight them- | {7 
ſelves, and amuſe their Converts with this Dance | 
in a Circle, if they pleaſe ; but they muſt excuſe 
us, if we chuſe rather to ground our belief of 
the Scriptures, and of the Divine Revelation 
Ok” T contained 
(=) Rel. of Prot, C. II. & 118, 
(*) Neceſſity of Divine Revelation. p. 158. 
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( 5t ) 
contai med i in them, on fuch Rational Proofs, as 
may enable us to refit Gainſayers, and give an 
Anfwer to any Man, who aſketh us a Reaſon 
of the Hope, that is in us. ( 

5. Laſtly, I may obſerve without offence, 
becauſe I may obſerve with Truth, that 
Miracles alone, inſtead of perſuading men 


to embrace Chriſtianity the firmer, muſt 


inſenſibly lead them not to embraceit at all : 
and this Dr. Patten himſelf ſhall prove, 
though it be the purpoſe of his Sermon to 
prove juſt the contrary. The great point, 


he every where labors, is to reſtrain his 


Chriſtian Apologiſt from abſſract ſpeculation, 
as he calls it, and to tie him altogether 
down to Fact; and he has endeavored to 
ſhew the expediency of this method, as 
well from the weakneſs and vanity of Hu- 
man Reaſon, as from the nature of facts, 
abſtractedly conſidered. The groundwork of 
all our reaſoning, ſays he, is and muſt be 


the knowledge of facts; which knowledge can 
only be acquired by the teſtimony of our ſenſes. 


The field of abſlira ſpeculation yields no firm 


ground to our ſteps; Matter of Fatt is the only 
1 and Se baſis, whereon Concluſions cam 


Daa ·˙ +, . bs 


(®) In the ſame place, 


(52) 
be firmly erected. Where plain fact lieth evi- 
dent before us, there wwe can reaſon with ſtrength 
and confidence where this is wanti ng, there 
the train of reaſonmg, however ſubtle and re- 
fined, is nothing more than ſpecious decla- 
mation. (*) Now theſe maxims of dedu- 
cing our knowledge from Facts are certainly 
true in all queſtions whatſoever, but more 


eſpecially in thoſe, which are of a phyſical 


Nature. Upon which account they have 
conſtantly been adopted by all, who have 
made any real progreſs in the Sciences, as 
the only principles, on which their re- 
ſearches ſhould be conducted, and from 
which alone they could hope for ſucceſs. 
Thus the great Newton himſelf ; whatever 
is not deduced from Fat, is to be called an 
Hypotheſis; and Hypotheſes are not admitted 


in Experimental or Real Philo ofophy. () Thus 


the famous Sydenham, almoſt in Dr, Patten's 
own language: where matter of Fact is 
wanting, that whi b paſſes for Reaſon, may 


N- 


(0 b. 19, 17, 16. 


(1) Quicquid ex phænomenis non deducitur, Hypo- 


theſis vocanda eſt: et Hypotheſes in Philoſophia Ex- 
perimentali locum non habent. Princip. . 


p. 484. b = 
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A 
probably be nothing more, than the ſhadow of 
Reaſon; nothing, in ſhort, but mere opinion. (* 
But though theſe principles are un- 
doubtedly juſt, and always to be obſerved' 
in Phyſical Inquiries, yet they are not always 
to be obſerved in Queſtions of Religion; I 
mean, in that ftri& and abſolute ſenſe, which 
this Doctor contends for. And the Reaſon 
is plainly this; that Phyſical knowledge is 
derived from Intuition, whereas Religious' 
knowledgeneitheris, nor ever was pretended 
to be ſo derived by any, except Enthuſiaſts 
and Fanaticks. Religious knowledge is in- 
deed only traditional; and therefore ſuch 
maxims as theſe, how firmly ſoever they 
„may eſtabliſh Philoſophy, yet, in Dr. Pat- 
„ || rer's manner of applying them, would really 
] be found to overturn Religion, The ground- 
work of all our Reaſoning, ſays he, is and 
x muſt be the knowledge of Facts; which know- 
ledge can only be acquired by the teſtimony of 
_ our ſenſes. Where plain Fact lieth evident be- 
_ fore us, there we can reaſon with ſtrength and 
confidence; where this is wanting, there the 


* * 
KEY * $2555 1 So 3 1 HIS n 


D 3 . 
x- KF - (*) Secluſis Practicis Obſervationibus, id quod vel 
1 mihi, vel alij cuilibet pro ratione habetur, nihil for- 


taſſe erit aliud, quam rationis umbra aut phantaſma, 


hoc eſt, mera Opinio. Op. p. 330. Edit. 313. 


J 


(154 ) 
frain of reaſming i 15 nothing more, than ſpecious 


declamation: And this he very wiſely urges 


as an argument, why we ſhould reſt the 
proof of Chriſtianity upon the ſin gle circum- 
ſtance of its miracles. Now it is a moſt 
certain Truth, that the Miracles of the Goſ- 
pel are not Facts, which lie before us in this 
evident manner : and the knowledge of theſe 
Facts, far from being acquired by the ny 


of our own, is acquired altogether by the 
teſtimony of other people's ſenſes ; by the 


teſtimony of men, who lived many Centuries 
ago. Nay, and, I may add, not always 
by that; for there are many miracles re- 
corded in the New Teſtament, which thoſe, 
who record them, did not ſee wrought, 


but which however we do not heſitate to 


receive as genuine. The truth is, that Mi- 
racles are directly contrary to all the Facts 
we ever ſaw. The courſe of Nature has, 
within the compaſs of our obſervation and 
experience, been regular and uninterrupted; 
its Laws have not been overruled or ſuſ- 
pended by any Divine Interpoſition, but 
have always preſerved one uniform tenor, 


This is undeniably the plain fact, which bas 


ever lain evident before us; and were we con- 


| fined, as happily we are not, to that narrow 


compaſs - 


QS 


FF 


(55) 


compaſs of reaſming, which is founded, in our 
Author's ſtrict and abſolute ſenſe, on the ſure 


bafis of Fact, () inſtead of admitting, we 
ſhould be obliged to reje& the miracles. of 


the Goſpel, and conſequently the Revela- 


tion, which is built upon them. Thus we 
ſee, that a plain ſimple maxim, picked up 
by chance, and applied at random, may 
happen to ſubvert the point, it is intended 
to eſtabliſh: and we may learn from hence, 
how dangerous it is for Cabaliſtic Theologues, 
to venture out from that thickneſs of cover, 
in which they uſually lie concealed from 
the view of their fellow creatures, into the 
broad and open paths of Nature and Com- 
mon Senſe, | 

By this time, I preſume, the Reader diſ- 
cerns the cauſe of that great fimilarity of 


reaſoning, which I before obſerved between 


this Divine and certain eminent Unbelievers, 
upon the manner of eſtabliſhing and defend- 
ing Revelation, He may now perceive, 
why Lord Bolingbroke ſhould-contend in the 
manner he does, that Experience muſt be the 

D 4 


(*) Whatever reaſonings the Goſpel needeth, lie in a 
narrow compaſs, and are founded on the ſure baſis of Fatt. 
The works, which never Man did, bear witneſs to the 
Merker, Sc. p. 29. 
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ground of all our knowleage, and that the only 


knowledge we can acquire, is from the teſtimony 
of our ſenſes ; why he ſhould abuſe Meta- 
pbyfical Divines for deſerting the ſolid. ground 
of Fact, and beuildring themſelves.and others 
in labyrinths of Hypothetical Reaſoning ; why 
he ſhould condemn the varn attempt of bend- 


ing Reaſon to ſupport Revelation, which he 


calls eftabliſhing Myſtery on Metaphy ichs, Re- 
velation on Phileſophy ; and why he ſhould 


exhort the Chriſtian Apologiſt to adhere 


ſtoutly to his Miracles, the only proper prog, 


he 22 of this Fact ſingly, II IS A RE- 


VEL ATION. () I fay, he will eafily 
perceive, why this Lord ſhould earneſtly 
contend for ſuch principles, though he will 
be puzzled to account for the ſame zeal in 
this Doctor; and he will certainly be led 
to ſay of the Infidel, that he is, at leaſt, 


conſiſtent with himſelf, though he cannot 


be quite ſo civil to the Divine. 


VIII. 


J have now, to my own apprehenſion, 
very clearly ſhewn, that Miracles, conſidered 
as ſimple Facts unconnected with doctrines, 

; 10 | do 

() Lett. to Wind. p. 471. Lett. upon Hiſt. 141, 


142. Vol. 1. 80, 7 Vol. 11. 153. V. Iv. 257. 8vo, 


a) 


do not carry with them any proof of Divi! 

nity ; that, on the contrary, they are rather 
calculated to overturn, than to ſtrengthen 
Chriſtianity ; and that, according to the ex- 
preſ 8 inj unctions of the Scripturesthemſelves P 
they ought-not to be admitted, till the wor- 
thineſs of the ends they propoſe, and of the 


doctrines they enforce, be previouſly' tried 


and examined at the bar of Reaſon, And 
this brings me to the Concluſion, Tam en- 
deavoring to eſtabliſh, v/z. That Reaſon muſt 
be our primary guide in matters of Religion; 
that there muſt be ſome natural Notions in 
the Miad of Man, on which Supernatural 
Truths can alone be engrafted; or, that 
Natural Religion muſt be the foundation of 
Revealed. 25 
And this, how neceſſary ſoever it may be 
to aſſert it againſt the fanaticks and zealots 
of theſe timès dis, in truth, no new con- 
clufion of mine, but what hath conſtantly 
been avowed and maintained by the ableſt 


defenders of Chriſtianity in all ages of the 


Church. They have ever ſuppoſed in Man 


ſome previous Law or Religion of Nature, 
ſome Natural Revelation, as it has been 


called, ariſing from the viſible frame and 


conſtitution of things, which muſt enable 
him 
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him to judge of every other Revelation, 


| whether it be real, or only pretended. 7 


it neceſſary, ſays Biſhop Cumberland, that, 

7 God would command any thing by a Reve- 
lation, it muſt firſt appear plain, that the com- 
mand is perfectly confiſtent with his unchange- 
able Laws, known from Nature : for we are 
certain, that nothing contradictory to the juſt 
conclufions of our Reaſon could ever be revealed by 
God; and we therefore believe the ſacred Scrip- 
tures to be the word of God, the author of Na- 
ture, becauſe they every where illuſtrate, confirm 
and promote the Law of Nature. (*) When 
Uriel Acoſta objected to Revelation, as if it 
contained things, which were repugnant to 
the Law of Nature, Limborch replied, that 
the objection was utterly groundleſs ; for, 
ſays he, God can never contraditt himſelf, 


which he ae, would, if be was to command 


by 


0 Neceſſe eſt, ut ſi Deus per Revelationem quic- 


quam velit imperare, manifeſtum prius hat, illud im- 


perium cum ejus legibus immutabilibus, Natura notis, 
per omnia conſiſtere. Certi enim ſumus, nihil unquam 
veris Rationis noſtræ dictatis contradictorium a Deo 
unquam revelari poſſe. Imo ſacras Scripturas ideo 
credimus a Deo, ſeu Nature auctore, proficiſci, quo- 
niam leges Naturales ubique illuſtrant, muniunt, pro- 


moventque. De Legibus Naturth Prolegom, §. 27. 
and cap. VII, 13. 
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by Revelation, what the Law of Nature had 


forbid, or to forhid by Revelation, what that 


Law had commanded. () Upon which ac- 


count the learned Dean Pr:deaux, who 


wiſhed as well to Revelation, and knew as 


well how to defend it, as any of theſe up- 


ſtart advocates, earneſtly adviſed, that «what 
is written in the Books of the New Teſtament 


be tried by that, which is the touchſtone of all 
Religions; I mean, ſays he, that Religion of 
Nature and Reaſon, which God hath written in 
the hearts of every one of us from the firſt Crea- 


tion. () Laſtly, the preſent Biſhop of 


London hath delivered himſelf upon this 


point in the following moſt expreſs and em- 
phatical terms: God cannot contradict himſelf, 


nor gainſay by Revelation that common light 


of Reaſon, which he has planted in Men to be 
their Guide and Director. Natural Religion 
is the foundation and ſupport of Revelation, 
which may ſupply the defects of Nature, but 
can never overthrow the eſtabliſhed principles 
of it : ahi OY "x new li got upon the dic- 
dates 


(*) Deus, Naturæ auctor, ſibi ipſi contrarius eſſe 
non poteſt: foret autem, ſi per Revelationem quædam 


juberet lege Naturæ vetita, aut vetaret lege Nature 


præcepta. Amic. Collat. p. 356. 
(* Letter to Deiſts, Sect, Wer | 
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( 60.) 
tates of Reaſon, but can never contradict them. 
T cannot liften, ſays this Prelate, to Revelation, 
but in conſequence of the Natural notion I have 
of God, of his Being, his Wiſdom, Poaver, and 
Goodneſs. Deftroy then the principles of Rea- 
fon, and there is no room left for Revelation. (?) 
There are indeed and there always have 
been Divines, who have talked of Revela- 
tion in a very different ſtrain: ſuch as Ter- 
tullian among the Ancients, who conſidered 
the impoſſibility of a thing, as an argument 
"for the belief of it; () ſuch as South among 
the Moderns, who declared, that certain 
things in it, were they not to be adored as my- 
ſteries, ought to be exploded as contradictiont. () 
But this muſt needs be very offenſive to all 
ſober- minded Chriſtians, who cannot but 
be ſenſible, that their Religion is greatly in- 
jured by ſuch extravagant flights: while 
it is repreſented as ſo ſhocking to Reaſon 
and Common Senſe, that men muſt degrade 
themſelves to the condition of Fools or Ideots, 
before they can be, ſuppoſed to be capable '8 
of receiving it. For, after all, what elſe 1 
would | 


6 Sermons, V. 11. p. 424. 

(*) Mortuus eſt Dei Filius: prorſus credibile eff, 
quiz ineptum eft. Et ſepultus, reſurrexit : certum eſt, 
quia impoſſibile eſt. De Carne Chriſti. F, 5. Edit. Rigalt, 

(*) Sermons, V. III. p. 240. 3d Edit, 
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French Wit has given a v 
of theſe irrational Chriſtian 


F 61 i 
woutd this be, but that, as Tully ſays, 4 


madman ſhould comprebend, what a wiſe man 
cannot; and that he only ſhould acquire Divine, 


who has loft all Human ſenſe? (o) In the mean 
while 


() —— ut quz ſapiens non videat, ea videat in- 
ſanus; & is, qui humanos'ſenſus amiſerit, divinos ad- 
ſecutus ſit. De Div. L. 11. F. 54-——A celebrated 
humorous account of one 


and though his freedom 
with the Sacred Text can never be excuſed, yet it ſhews 


in a lively manner the perverſe Uſe, which Papifts and 
Fanatics make of it, for the ſake of perſuading ien to 
ſtile Common Senſe. The Devil take me, if I believed a 
ſyllable then, ſaid the Mareſchal d'Hocquincourt ; but, 


ever ſince, I could endure to be crucified for Religion. Not 
that I ſee more Reaſon in it now, þ 


than ever; yet for all that I cou 
fied, without knowing why, or 


„ on the contrary, 22 
ufer myſelf to be cruci- 
refore. Se much the 


better, my Lord, replied the Father, twanging it devoutly 


through the Noſe ; ſo much the better. _Theſe are not hu- 
man Motions : they proceed from God. No Reaſon : That 
is the true Religion. No Reaſon : What an extraordinary 
Grace, my Lord, has Heaven-beſtowed upon you ! Eſtate 
feeut infantes, be ye as Children: Children have flill their 
innocence, and why ? becauſe they have no Reaſon. Beati 
pauperes ſprritu, bleſſed are the poor in Spirit; they ſin not; 
the Reaſon is, becauſe — they have no Reaſon. No Rea- 
fon : without knowing why, or wherefare : : Oh, excellent 
words “ They ought to be written in letters of gold. Not 
that I ſee more reaſon i in it now; but, on the contrary, leſs. 
than ever. In truth, this is Divine for them, that have 


any taſte for Heavenly things: No * : what an er. 


* 5 traordinary 


( 62) 

while it is certain, that Chriſtianity i is no ſuch 
thing, as Bigots and Fanatics have thought 
fit to repreſent it, but, on the contrary, a 
very intelligible and rational Inſtitution ; and 
that it or:ginally made its way into the minds 
of men, not by thwarting and oppoſing, 
but, as a Venerable Father obſerves, by per- 
fectly coinciding with their common notions of 
things. () 5 

And hence it is, that Divinzs have been 
induced to ſearch, .as far as they could, 
1nto the grounds and reaſons of Revelation: 
a right explication, of theſe being, as they 
have juſtly ſuppoſed, the beſt and only 
means of recommending it to the world. 
Thus the excellent Spencer, in his famous 
Work De Legibus Hebraorum, has endea- 
vored to explain, as Maimonides had done 
before re him, the reaſons of the Moſaic Ri- 

tual; 


traordinary grace, my Lord, has God beftowed upon you 
Now this Mareſchal, as he is here repreſented, was a 
true Convert and Believer upon the principles of Dr. 
Patten : and this Deſcription, as ludicrous as it is, ex- 
hibits a fair ſpecimen of that ſort of Cant, which is 
employed by ſuch Divines as this Doctor, to make- 
men fools, that they pr become good Chriſtians. 
Evremond's Works, „ | 

(©) Of de, e n Tru 176 4 aue, ig voi noi g- 
uber gvreyogevorra, peraniines Te; wywwpporwe axeuorra; TWY 
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tual ; in order to clear the Deity from ar- 
| bitrarineſs, caprice, or fantaſtic humour, 


which ſome, not diſcerning theſe Reaſons, 
had been ready to charge him with, and 
from thence had fallen, as he tells us, al- 


moſt into Atheiſm. (*) So the learned Dr. 


Warburton, with the ſame view of vindi- 
cating the ways of God to man, hath un- 
dertaken to illuſtrate the Diſpenſation itſelf; 


and, though it may have been diſputed by 


many, how far either he or Dr. Spencer 


have performed what they undertook, yet 


all, I think, have agreed, that the under- 
taking itſelf was rational and well- 


d. 
—__ 


: Patten indeed has exclaimed very 


loudly againſt any ſuch procedure: ſpeaks 


of it as attempting to be wiſe above what is 
written; as intruding into things Noch we 


have not ſeen ; as calling the moſt« high to 
the fantaſtic ſlandards of our own ſhadowy crude © 


conceptions : () and Dr. Hodges calls it 4 
| | fatting 


(*) Nonnullos hæc ignorantia proxime duxit ad 


Atheiſmi præcipitium: eos intelligo, qui leges haſce 


Rituales, quaſi nugas tantum difficiles et voluntatis ar- 


bitrariz documenta, contemptim prætereunt. Spencer. 


Prefat. et Maimonid, Mor, Nev, 


(©) p. 29, 20. 


664) 

fitting in judgment over the written Laws of 
God, and declares it to proceed from the in- 
fligation of the Devil. () The Unbeliever 

alſo joins here again with our Divines, and, 

like them, is greatly ſcandaliſed at the pre- 
ſumption of thoſe, who would meaſure the wiſ- 

dom and guſtice of God by a Rule ſo tnadequate 

as that of Human Intelligence 3 who  vould 

enter into the councils of God, and account for 

the whole divine æconomy: whereas, ſays he, 
many things may be admitted prouſly, on the 

} faith of @ Revelation, concerning which awe 
can ſcarce attempt to reaſon without impiety. (e) 
Now. altho' this carries with it an air of 
great reſignation and ſubmiſſion, and may 
ſound” very plauſibly in the ears of pious 
and well-diſpoſed perſons ; yet, upon the 
principles of believers, it will be found to 
be no better, than a very abſurd and ridi- 
culous Cant. For what, I beſeech you, 
does it all amount to? Why, plainly to this; 
that though God hath ſpoken to his crea- 
tures, and in an extraordinary manner too, 
yet they muſt not dare to pay ſo much at- 
tention to him, as to underſtand what he 


hath 


(f) Elihu: Pre}. Diſc. p. q, 22. 


(5) V. I. p. 280. V. v. p. 47, 121. Bol. Ph. Works, 
8v0. 


Ge) 
hath faid, nor whether it be indeed he, or 
ſome other, that hath ſpoken: that God 
- hath appealed to the reaſon and judgment 
of men for the equity of his dealings with 
them, (*) and yet that they muſt not ex- 
exciſe this reaſon and judgment, but upon 
pain of impiety and diabolical preſumption, 
This is the obvious and the only meaning, 
which it is poſſible to draw from ſuch ſort 
of language: for, in reality, theſe pre- 
ſumptuous men do not intrude any further 
into things, than they are required, and it 
is their duty, to intrude; do not call the 
Deity to any fandards whatever, than ſuch, 
as he himſelf has ſubmitted to be called to; 
nor fit in judgment over the written Laws of 
God in any other manner, than they muſt 
ſit in judgment over all things, which it is 
neceſſary for them to know. 
As to the Unbeliever, who denies that 
God has ever ſpoken by any Revelation at 
all, he is, as he was before, conſiſtent with 
himſelf. F or he, when he cenſures the 


'E pre- 


(>) . now, O Hop of Iſrael, is nat my way equal ? 

Are not your ways unequal ? Ezeen. xviii. 25. Come 

70W, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord. Iſaiah 

| i. 18. Fudge, I pray you, betwixt me and my Vi ed. 
5 v. x 
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- preſumption of thoſe, who would explore 
the ſecret councils of the Deity, which are 
purpoſely concealed from them, means to 
level this cenſure at all Chriſtians indiſ- 
criminately ; as well at our Doctor and his 
Cabal, as at thoſe, whom they exclaim ſo 
outrageouſly againſt. We ought to be amazed 
at the impudence of thoſe, who pretend to de- 
cide what God is or is not, and what he can 
or cannot do, from the notions they have framed 
to themſelves of his attributes, his nature, and 
__ perfettion. This Lord Bolingbroke quotes 
from a Book of the late Lord Preſident of 
Scotland, who was a follower of Mr. Hutch- 
#nſon's; and commends it as a very rational 
and judicious obſervation. Dr. Patten, it 
is certain, would commend it in as high 
terms; for he ſeems almoſt to have tran- 
ſcribed it into his Sermon, where he bids 
us beware of raſhly pronouncing, what the 
great eternal being is in himſelf, what be 
muſt, and what he cannot do, in his dealings 
with mankind, from our ſhadowy conceptions 
of God and heavenly things. () Yet what is 
the uſe, which Lord Bolingbroke makes of 
it? why, only to retort the Preſident's 
charge upon himſelf for affirming, in the 
Jane 


— 


(') p. 20. 


_ 
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ſame Book, a multitude of Facts relating to the 
Deity, and to the whole economy of Divine 
Providence, on the Faith of Jewiſh and 


Chriſtian Reveries ; that is, on the authority | 


of the Old and New Teſtament. The 


cenſure therefore, ſays this Lord, which he 
paſſes on them, may be juſtly paſſed on bim- 
ſelf, unleſs it can be ſhewn, which it never 
can be, that what he advances is better proved 


70 be true in Fact, than what they advance is 
demonſtrated conformable to Right Reaſon. () 
Here the Unbeliever ſpeaks plainly out, and 


ſhews us, without diſguiſe, what he means, 
when he exclaims againſt ſearching into the 
councils of God, or attempting to account for 


the Divine Economy : he means, in ſhort, 
that we ſhould lay ide Reaſon in the 
ſupport of Revelation, and then he will 
eaſily get rid of the Fa#.—But there is 
really no cure fer the blindneſs of ignorant 
and bigotted Divines. They hear the - 
inveterate and notorious enemies of 


goſpel, men too, whoſe abilities are confel⸗ 


ſedly great, treating of Revelation upon the 


ſame principles with themſelves, affecting 
to defend it according to their manner of 


1 „ 2 Defence, 
0% v. v. p. 163. | 
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Defence, and holding upon all occaſions the 
ſame language that they do; and yet they 


proceed boldly and ſecurely on, without 
he. leaſt diffidence or ſuſpicion of them- 
elves, and as amicably with their adver- 
faries, as if they were both engaged in one 
and. the ſame cauſe. 80 or is it, that the 
children of this world are in |their generation 
wiſer, than theſe children of light ! | 


IX. 

But to return once more to the ſubject 
of miracles We have ſeen above, that 
Miracles, of themſelves, were not ſufficient to 
prove the Divinity of any doctrines indif- 
ferently, not even to thoſe, who ſaw them 
wrought ; and if ſo, it may reaſonably be 
demanded, what their Uſe was in eſtabliſh- 
ing and promoting the Chriſtian Religion ? 


To which I anſwer, that the chief Uſe of 


Miracles was, not to confirm doctrines, but 
only to excite the attention of mankind to 
thoſe, who preached them. Miracles have 
no power over doctrines to make them 
true or falſe, either of Divine or Diabolic 
Origin, becauſe we know, that they have 
been wrought by Evil as well as Good 
Spirits : but they are extremely proper to 


alarm 


1 


; 


T7 
alarm mankind, and to put them upon c. 
amining ſuch doctrines, whether they be 
indeed of God, or not. And this is the 
light, in which they ſeem to have been always 
conſidered in the earlier ages of the church. 
We do not, ſays Lactantius, believe Ch 40 
have been a Divine perſon, merely becauſe he 
wrought miracles; for if be had only wrought 
miratles, we fhould have ranked bim with 
A polloni us,  Apuleivs, ond other Magi ci- 
ans; but awe believe Bim to have been ſo 
for very different reaſons, which he 'pro- 
ceeds to enumerate. () St. Chryſoftom de- 
clates, that Miracles are proper only to ex- 
cite ſluggiſh and vulgar mind; but that men 
of reafoning and e under funding have 


and arch Advecate for Chriſtianity 


among the moderns has obſerved, that 
Miracles cannot directly prove the truth '& 
falſhood, the reaſonableneſs or abſurdity of aity 
dhctrine: but are only appeals to our ſenſts, 


E 3 | | l 45 


(') Diſcite igitur, non ſolum idcirco a nobis Deum 
creditum Chriſtum, quia mirabilia fecit, fed quia, &c. 
Fecit mirabilia; magum putaſſemus : &c. Lib. v. $ 3. 
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4 the Doctrines are to our Reaſon. (“) But 
they have yet a further Uſe : for when 
ſuch doctrines have ſtood the teſt of a ra- 
tional Inquiry, and appear in all reſpects 
worthy of a Divine Interpoſition, then Mi- 
racles acquire an Authority more than Hu- 
man; ſtamp upon the doctrines the infallible 
characters of Truth and Divinity; and en- 
forge them with a ſanction not to be refiſted. 
Upon the whole, Itake this joint Evidence 
to be the real foundation, on which Chriſ- 
tianity ſtands; and on which it muſt be de- 
fended, if ſuch Divines, as Dr. Patten, will 
permit us to defend it at all. For the Doc- 


trines without the Miracles might be deemed 


nothing more, than the efforts of an un- 
common and well- improved Underſtand- 
ing; and the Miracles without the Doc- 


trines would certainly paſs for very preca- 


_ rious and diſputable Facts: but, when uni- 
ted, . amount to the beſt proof, that 


can be given, of the Truth and Divinity of 


any Religion.— And here it is not unlikely, 
that this Doctor may exclaim againſt me for 
weakening the evidence of the Chriſtian Re- 
G4 865 He may er comp we haye” 


as 
Is tis Remarks on Eccleſ. Hiſt. V. II. p. 3. 


(*) 1t may be objected, that, by this way of arguing, I 


make the grounds of our belief of the Chr — Revelation 
0 


os wed oF 2 
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T 71 yy 
as much certainty of the Miracles of the 
Goſpel, as if we had actually ſeen them 
wrought. He may pretend to ſome of that 
Faith, which St. Chryſoſtom has recorded; 


and which makes us more ſure, of what is \/ 
done behind our backs, than we can be of 


things, which happen before our eyes. (“) 
But let him remember, that he has no au- 
thority from either Reaſon or Scripture for 
all this; and that therefore, while he fancies 
himſelf an able Champion of the Goſpel, 
| by enlarging its foundation, and ſtretching 
its proofs beyond what they will bear, he is 


only ruining the cauſe he means to defend, 


and expoſing himſelf and it to the contempt 
of Vabelievers 1 


þ 8 | 
I think, I have now ſufficiently eſtabliſhed 
the point, I undertook ; which was to vin- 
dicate the Uſe of Reaſon in Matters of Re- 
ligion ; or, in other terms o ſhew, that na- 


tural Religion is the foundation of Re- 


E 4 vealed. 


to be but probable, pe not abſolutely infallible. I on- 


ffs, I de ſo; and think the Nature of the Subject capable 
of no higher evidence. But what is ſo highly probable, de- 
mands the aſſent of every reaſonable man. Rogers's Ne- 
ceſlity of Div. Revel. p. 152. 3d Edit. | 

(?) Chryſ. Hom. 21. in Epiſt. ad Hebr. ' 
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vealed. However to illuſtrate this queſtion 
fill further, I ſhall now proceed to lay be- 
fore the Reader an Obſer vation or two, 
which are intimately connected with it, 
and which cannot fail 5 greatly to con- 
firm it. 

1. Firſt then I obſerve, that as the Goſ- 
pel is founded upon the principles of Na- 

tural Religion, ſo its purity can only be 
_ preſerved, and its ends only anſwered by a 
continual application of the fame princi- 
ples. And this will be evident from a 
very ſhort and a very general view of Chriſ- 
tianity, from its earlieſt eſtabliſhment down 
to the late Period of its Reformiation. 
When the Goſpel was firſt promulgated to 
the world, it ſtood, as I ſay, upon the prin- 
ciples of Reaſon and Common Senſe; and 
happy would it have been for mankind, if 
they had but ſuffered it 'to remain upon 
this Foundation. But Men were no ſooner 
drawn over to it, than, deſerting their Natural 
notions of things, they began to explain it 
upon Artificial notions. The great misfor- 
tune was, that many of its firſt Converts 
came from the Schools of the Philoſophers ; 
and, being prepoſſeſſed with fantaſtic opinions 
and Syſtems of their own, they began to. 
interlard | 


& 


 interlard and garniſh it according to every 
man's taſte and humour. A plain ſimple 
Religion, ſuch as the Chriſtian, founded 
only upon the principles of mere Common 
Senſe, was too infipid of itſelf, and wanted 
ſeaſoning with Philoſophy, before it could | 
be reliſhed by thoſe primitive Palates. And 
here was the Foundation of every Hereſy ; 
the ſource of all that ſpurious mixture, 
which corrupted the purity of the Goſpel, 
ſo ſoon after its eſtabliſhment. (0 
The Philoſophy of Plato was the firſt 
in_vogue among Chriſtians ; (*) and this 
ſeems to have happened, not only becauſe 
this Philoſophy was imagined to bear ſome 
diſtant reſemblance to Chriſtianity, but 
allo becauſe, perhaps, it was the beſt calcu- 
lated to flatter that Enthuſiaſtic turn, which 
_unhappily prevailed in thoſe early times. 
For ſuch is the infirmity dang: that 
| the zeal of men is generally too warm 
a (1) Hæreticorum Patriarchæ Philoſophi. Tertull. 
adverſ. Hermogen. cap. III. Ipſi illi Sapi- 
entiæ Profeſſores, de quorum ingeniis omnis Hære- 
ſis animatur. adverſ. Marc. L. 1. c. xri.—Ipſte deni- 
que Hæreſes a Philoſophia ſubornantur. De Præſtript. 
adverſ, Heret. c. vii. Edit. Rigalt. | 95 
(r) Doleo hona fide, Platonem omnium Hzreticorum 
* factum. Tert. De Anim, c. xX111, 


674 | 
upon the firſt Inſtitution of any Religion, 2 
and often hurries them into exceſſes, 
which that Religion will not juſtify. How- 
ever as this Spirit of Enthuſiaſm gradually 
ſubſided, this Philoſophy decayed in like 
manner : ſome of the principal Fathers of 
the third and fourth Century declaimed 
violently againſt it; and it intirely loſt 
its credit, among Chriſtians at leaſt. Very 
ſoon after, the foundations of the Roman 
Hierarchy were laid; and, though zeal was 
always ſufficient to animate the vulgar, yet 
the better ſort, who fancied themſelves. 
more capable of diſcerning, would not, when 
Liberty and Property grew ſo nearly con- 
cerned, have been ſatisfied peradventure with- 
out a little Sophiſtry. In proceſs of time 
therefore, Ar:i/totle was raiſed from that ob- 
ſcurity, in which he had lain for many 
ages ; and his x principles and ſubtle refining 
manner were adopted as the beſt foundation, | | 
on which Chriſtianity could be explained, 5 
and a Policy erected. Hence the Religion 1 
of the Goſpel preſently became fraught : 
with the doctrines of Ariſtotle; and tis a 1 
well known ſaying of Father Paul, that, . 
without the diſtinctions of this Philoſopher, 
the Church would have wan#es many Articles 


of 


(751. L 
of Faith. () The Father indeed applies 
this obſervation to a particular Seſſion = 
the Council of Trent: but it is equally ap- 
plicable, not only to every other Seſſion of 
the fame Council, but to every other age 
of the Church in general, from the æra of 
Ariſtotle's admiſſion down to times per- 
fectly modern. 

Thus Plato and Ariſtotle have been our 
Guides in Divinity: and this may explain 
the reaſon, why Chriſtianity has always 
been corrupted with baſe and foreign mix- 
tures; why it ſtill wants reforming in ſo 
many Countries; and why it is profeſſed in 
its original and genuine purity, perhaps, in 
none. This opens too the grounds of that 
excellent caution, which the Apoſtle ad- 
miniſters to his early Converts, againſt be- 
ing ſeduced by the rudiments of this world ; 
by that vain Philoſophy, which was -—=þ 

working, and, as he might eaſily foreſee 
would work afterwards incredible miſchief _ 
to the Chriſtian Religion. Dr. Patten in- 
deed ſteps in, and tells us, that St. Paul 
had no ſuch meaning, as we aſcribe to him ; 
or, at leaſt, that he did not mean the Gre- 
1 i cian 

() Noi mancayamo di molti articoli di Fede. Hiſt. 

del Con. Trid. L. 11. 


r 
tian Elements only, but likewiſe thoſe firſt and 
ſimple principles of Reaſon and Common 
Senſe, which we have made the founda- 
tion of all Religion. But we may affure | 
this Doctor, that he knows as little of Hu- 
man Nature, as he does of the State of the 
world at the promulgation of Chriſtianity 
or elſe he would ſee the extreme propriety 
of the admonition, in the ſenſe we under- 
ſtand it. For the beſt and indeed the only | 
preſervative againſt vain Philoſophy is a ſo- 
ber exertiofs'of our Natural powers, and a 
firm adherence to the diftates of common 
ſenſe: it would therefore have been ſtrange 
in St. Paul to have denied us the uſe of 
theſe Powers, and to have bid us ſtifle 
thoſe common notions, - that reſult from 
the exerciſe of them, if he meant to guard 
us againſt that Phi/oſophy, which might pro- 
bably ſeduce us from Chriſtianity itſelf. - © 
Thus it appears from this general view 
of it under Plato and Ariflotle, how Chri- 
ſtianity has ſuffered by being removed from 
its proper baſis of Natural Religion, and 
by being engrafted upon Syſtems and Opi- 
nions. And were we to view it under the 
/ management of private men, who were not 
attached to any particular Philoſophy, but 
yet 
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yet who deſerted the principles of Nature 


and Reaſon, we ſhould find it undergoing 
ſtill the ſame fate. We ſhould find, for 
inſtance, eminent Lights and venerable Fa- 
thers of the Church, miſtaking it as groſsly, 
and enforcing it as abſurdly, as if they had 
had no poflible means of diſcovering, what 
was thereal Natureand End of its Inſtitution. 
Thus we might ſee Tertullian, at the Con- 
cluſion of the ſecond Century, running 
out into all the wildneſs and frenzy of En- 
thuſiaſm, and inculcating ſuch rigors for 
Chriſtian duties, as were utterly incompati- 
ble with human Life. We might ſee the 
Fathers of the fourth Century, ſuch as Bal, 
Chryſoftom, Atanafius, or Jerom, declaimin g 
againſt marriage, eſtabliſhing Monkery, and 
ſending men to worſhip at the tombs of 
martyrs. And we might ſee the Fathers of 
every ſucceeding century, teaching ſuch 
doctrines, and encouraging ſuch ſuperſti- 
tions, as have not only no relation to 
Chriſtianity, but plainly contradict the Na- 
ture and Deſign of it. 
No to what is it poffible to aſeribe all 
this, but only to a deſertion of Reaſon, or 
the dictates of Common Senſe? How comes 


it to paſs, think we, that Chriſtianity has 


been 
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been ſo little underſtood; that its doctrines 
have been ſo depraved, and its ends ſo per- 


verted; that, in ſhort, it has been no more 


able to preſerve men from ignorance and ſu- 
perſtition, than that babling Philoſophy, which 
It came to ſilence ? from whence, I ſay, can 
this proceed, but from a neglect in its Pro- 
feſſors of attending to their own natural no- 


tions of things, and to that viſible frame and 
conſtitution of the world, from whence 
they are derived ? And it is owing to this 


very neglect, and to nothing elſe, that Reaſon 


and Revelation have been ſo often ſet at va- 
riance; and that God has been made to 
eſtabliſh one Order of things in the Syſtem 
of Nature, and another, quite oppoſite to it, 


in the ſyſtem of Grace. From all which it 


is reaſonable to conclude, that, as the Goſ- 


pel is founded upon the principles of Natural 
Religion, ſo its purity can only be preſerved, 


and its ends only anſwered, by a continual 


application of the fame principles. 


2. My Second Obſervation is, that, as 


Chriſtianity could never be reformed in dark 
and ignorant ages, when Barbarity and Su- 


perſtition prevailed, ſo it cannot be planted 
ane w, to any effectual purpoſe, where the 


Natural Powers of Men lie in the ſame 
manner 


ben, wel Ann MA 2 a= 
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(79) 

manner uncultivated. It has been often 
obſerved, as it has been much lamented, 
that thoſe, who have been-ſent to propagate 
Chriſtianity in foreign Parts, have met 
with no ſucceſs in proportion to their la- 
bours; and the beſt reaſon; that has been 
given for ſo ſtrange an event, is, becauſe the 
Nations, to whom they have been ſent, were 
for the moſt part Savages. This is the account, 
which the ingenious Author of the Divine 
Legation of Moſes has given of the Matter, 
and which he confirms by the authority of 1 
the Miſſionaries themſelves. As to convert. "Ul 
ing theſe Savages to the Goſpel, ſays one of 1751 
them, there is no depending upon it with cer- 

tainty : For ſuch is their brutality and extreme 
ſtupidity, that they are very little diſpoſed to be ; 
illuminated by the Faith. Upon which ſame 

_ -account, another affirms it to be an ungue/- 

tionable truth, that if you will make a man a 
Chriſtian out of a mere ſavage and wild man, 

you muſt firſt make him a reaſonable man : (*) 

that is, you muſt make him exert the powers 
of Reaſon; you muſt aſſiſt him in ſtoring 

his mind with thoſe «wa wuz, thoſe Com- 
mon Notions, which he is capable of at- 

_ taining; you mult, in ſhort, lay in him the 

| foundation 


(JV. 1. Pt. 11. p. 71. 


ke 


* 1 * * - 2 — * VA * — LS ? 
l * > *2o hs _P , - — = * ” er * . — „ — — 
FE DIS LIED; I none ro ES D CET RT — - 7 - dere ER tg. . 
A 14 2s that 2 — — . £ _ a p 5 8 c * * * 
r 3 — — * "I * b * W n 2 * p * / 2 Wn $4 Fo 2 „„ * 
* — n ; g * — . 0 N EE * — . * * * 
3 1 . r N PR 8 FR re EO TY Ms. 3 _ >; + — . : 
7 a xa 4s 7 — ** _— NN BD n ot „ —— 2% aft 8 6 Je * 2 . — bo 0 7 
ne — F * 
1 ; 
4 5 - 4 n © 8 . . ; L 
„„ mr a meu TR B — 4 5 ** 
8 
8 
3 
<2 


( 8) 
foundation of Natural Religion, before you 
can hope to raiſe the Superſtructure of Re- 
vealed. And this, I make no doubt, was 
one great reaſon, why Chriſtianity was 
planted among mankind in an improved and 
enlightened age of the world : becauſe, as 
Experience has ſince ſhewn, it could not ; 
have taken root, and have flouriſhed in any 5 
other; but, like the good ſeed, which fell upon 
ſtony ground, would have withered away, as 


| ſoon as it was ſprung, for lack of earth and : 


mo "ore to ſupport it. (*) 
And 


(®) n withed to have for iy Orator a 
Roman, rather than a Grecian ; becauſe the former 
chiefly cultivated thoſe Natural Notions, which he de- 
rived from Experience and the ordinary courſe of things, 
whereas the latter was uſually wrapt up in abſtract 
reaſoning, and eſtranged from common fenſe by Re- 
finement 1 Pbiloſophy. Atque ego illum, ſays he, 
quem inſtituo, Romanum quemdam velim eſſe ſapientem, 
qui non ſecretis diſputationibur, ſed rerum experimentis at- 
que operibus, vere civilem virum exhibeat, Inſt. Orat. 

L. X11. c. 2. Men of this Roman ſtamp and character 

we might likewiſe wiſh to have for Chriſtians; and we 

may venture to affirm, that none elſe will ever be ſo in 

any true and perfect manner. For, to reſume our Al- 

luſion, as the ſeed of the Goſpel, when /own among bar- 

barous and unciviliſed nations, will ſoon wither away, 

as if caſt upon ſtony places, for want of earth and moiſture, | ; 
1 
1 
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ſo, when ſown among abſtracted and merely ſpeculative 
men, it will be choaled with Philosophy, as if it had 
fallen 
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XI. 

And now, in concluding, to ſum up the 
whole. I have laid it down, as the main 
| Propofition of my Book, that Natural Re- 
ligion is, and muſt be, the foundation of 

Revealed, and have endeavored to prove it 
by the following important Reaſons : firſt, 
becauſe Revelation can find no entrance at 
all into us, unleſs it is introduced by Natu- 
ral Religion; ſecondly, becauſe it is impoſ- 
ſible to diſtinguiſh genuine Revelation from 
Impoſture, but by bringing it to the Teſt of 
Natural Religion ; thirdly, becauſe no Ex- 
ternal Evidence, as it is called, not even 
that of Miracles themſelves, can eſtabliſh 
Revelation, until our Natural conceptions 
be conſulted, and it be found to contain 
nothing contradictory to them; fourthly, 
becauſe a continual uſe and application of 
the principles of Nature and Reaſon is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to preſerve the Goſpel in its 
purity, and to make it anſwer the purpoſes, 
for which it was ordained ; and, laſtly, be- 

e | cauſe, 


fallen among thorns; while plain genuine ſenſe, or the 
principles of Nature and Reaſon duly cultivated, is the 
only ſoil it can floriſh in, the only good ground, upon 
which it will bear fruit. | 
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part; and we ſhall be convinced of it ſtill 


further by reflecting, that Enthuſiaſts and 
Fanatics have ever grounded their objections 
againſt 


(82 ) 
cauſe, as the Goſpel could never be reformed 
from its Corruptions, but by having recourſe 
to theſe principles, ſo it does not ſeem ca- 
pable of being planted among any people, 
who have not, by a due exerciſe of their 


faculties; cultivated and attained them. 
Theſe are the Reaſons, which I have al- 


ledged in the defence of this Queſtion, and 


which not only have their foundation in 
Nature, but are likewiſe confirmed, as I 
have ſhewn all along, by the expreſs autho- 
rity of the Scriptures themſelves, 

What ſhall we ſay now to this Doctor of 
Ours, who has labored with all his might to 


deſtroy Natural Religion, to diſcredit and 


explode the Uſe of our Intellectual Powers, 
and to repreſent : Reaſon or the dictates of 
common ſenſe, as nothing better than the 
ſuggeſtions of the Devil? and what ſhall 
we ſay to the extreme propriety of his do- 
ing this in the face of an Univerſity; a place, 
originally inſtituted for the improvement of 
Reaſon, and the culture of common ſenſe ? 
why, we ſhall certainly ſay, that he has 
been acting a moſt abſurd and contradictory 


(683) 
againſt theſe Seminaries of Learning upon 
the very ſame principles: have urged the 
ſame arguments for demoliſhing theſe Schools 
of Literature, which this Doctor has urged 
for the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity: have 
diſcarded Reaſon, ſuppreſſed the riſings of 
Common Senſe as proceeding from the Evil 
One, and run on in the fame illiterate and 
unmeaning Cant of—varn Philoſophy—natu- 
ral man—rudiments of this world, and the 
like, on which, like him, they have rung 
changes without ceaſing. As inconſiſtent 
however and as ſtrange as this may appear, 
there is, as the ſaying is, 4 Reqſon for every 
thing : and, as this Reaſon, in the Caſe be- 
Jer us, may probably not be obvious to 
very Reader, I will ſpend a few Pages in 
diſclofing and explaining it. 


XII. 

The Coufſe of my Argument above led 
me to obſerve, that the Chriſtian Religion 
had ſcarce ever, from its firſt Inſtitution 
down to theſe days of ours, been rightly 
underſtood, or embraced in its purity : and 
the reaſon, I aſſigned for this amazing event, 
was, that it had never been explained upon 
its proper principles; ; that it had been ex- 
3 plained 
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plained upon the principles of Plato, upon 
thoſe of Ariſtotle, and upon every thing, in 
ſhort, but what it ſhould have been ex- 
plained on, Natural Religion, or the prin- 


ciples of Common Senſe. But I am now 


to aequaint my reader, if he does not know 
it-already, that there is lately riſen up a new 


| ſpecies of Divines, who pretend to under- 


ſtand Chriſtianity far better than all, who 
are gone before them, and boaſt of having 
diſcovered the only foundation, on which 
it can be ſupported, and who yet make uſe 


of none of theſe principles : who diſdain 
the principles of Plato, thoſe of Ariſtotle 


likewiſe, and ſtill, moſt of all, thoſe of plain 
common ſenſe. The foundation they build 
upon is indeed very deep and recondite ; 
laid far beyond the ken of vulgar penetra- 


tion; even ſo far, as in the firſt original 
names of men and things. All the choiceſt 


Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge lie hid, 
they tell us, in the firſt Names of Men and 


Tings; theſe Names affigning the reaſon of 


the Things in their Etymology. The original 
words of the Hebrew Scriptures, rightly ana- 
lyſed, are, according to them, the real 
grounds and evidence of all religion ; and 


by far the 550 Key for explaini ng the Mediato- 


rial 


(3s) 
rial Scheme and the Doctrines of Chriſtianity. 
% And whereas ſome have been raſh enough 
to bring this Etymolegical Evidence, as they 
call it, to the Teſt of Ridicule, Dr. Hodges 
is firmly perſuaded, that this will be found a 
moſt dangerous teſt, if not an actual fin againſt 
HEY the Holy Ghoſt. () Theſe Divines, the Rea- 
der ſees, are a ſort of Cabbaliſtical Decy- 
pherers, who do all their mighty works by 
their great knowledge of the Hebrew 
Scriptures ; which indeed they interpret and 
explain in a manner ſo intirely new, and 
ſo very ſublime, that none, but themſelves, 
are able to comprehend, what their mean- 
ing is, or to reap the leaſt benefit from any of 
their diſcoveries. 
The founder of this mann Se 
was the ſame Mr. Hutchinſon, whom I 
F 3 have 


() Hodges's Chriſtian Plan : Pref. p. 5, 4, 6, 7.— 
Thus abſurdly do all the Advocates of Chriſtianity 
act, who defend it upon any other bottom, than that 
of Natural Religion: they firſt take the Revelation for 
granted, and then anſwer all objections by the ſtrength 
of a Divine Authority. Theſe Divines ground it, we 

ſee, upon the Reaſons, which are aſſigned in the Etymolo- 
gies of the firſt Names: yet if we alk, how they know 
theſe Names to be of Divine Original, which ſurely 
is a reaſonable queſtion, they content themſelves with 
affirming, that it is written ; that is, with affirming the 
very thing, which it is their buſineſs to prove. | 2 


< T1 


( 86.) 
have had occaſion to mention above, and 
who is deſcribed by his followers as a moſt 
uncommon perſon, and even as a bleſs- 
ing reſerved by Heaven for theſe late de- 
generate ages of the world. He is repre- 
ſented as ſeeking for Learning, where none 
have ſearched for it before, the dark bowels of 
the earth being his School, and the inſpired 


light his Maſter : fo that he uſed to ſay of « 


himſelf, that he had learnt his Hebrew un- 
derground. He is ſuppoſed to have been 
te firſt, ſince Inſpiration has ceaſed, who has 
booked into the Hieroglyphics in Scripture, in 
order to diſcover the evidence and moſt impor- 
tant truths of Chrifttanity : and this happy 
direction of his inquiries has likewiſe ena- 
| bled him, as we are told, 1 take off the veil 
from Moſes and the Prophets, to open the 72 
crets of Antiquity and Philoſophy, and, in 
ſhort, to diſcloſe the fountains of .all Know- 
ledge human and divine. () | 
The Reverend Dr. Heages, as acute and 
as judicious a Writer as every one muſt think 
him, pays however upon all occaſions. the 
moſt implicit deference to the deciſions of 
this wonderful man, and hardly ever ſpeaks 


of 


(*) Hutchinſor's Works in 12 Vols 8vo. Pref. p. 4. 
55 * 8, 9. 26. 


| = "1 | 
of him but in terms of adoration: He. 
would not for the world, he ſays, ſet up bis 
weak judgment againſt ſo able a Maſter ; and 
he ſolemnly declares, that à fbort Citation 
from one of his Books will give the reader a 
more juſt and elevated idea of the Divine Vo- 
lume, than twenty Pages drawn out by ſuch a 
Pen as his. () Nor were the Moral and 
Religious Attainments of Mr. Hutchinſon at 
all inferior to his Intellectual. It is ſaid, 
that he was 4 very true and a very ſerious 
Chriſtian ; that he never offended with his 
Tongue; never ſpake with more warmth, than 
15 ſferitHy j uſtifiable ; and never diſcovered any 
thing in his behaviour, but what was the 
fruits of à well grounded faith, the conſe 
quence of his great knowledge of the Evidence 
of Chriſtianity. This is the account, which 
his Editors have given of him, in their Pre- 
face to his Works; who yet refer us to bis 
vritings, as affording the beſt Picture of his 
inward frame of mind, and ſupertority of 
genius. (*) Ie | 
Heavy Complaints, I perceive, have SOM 
made even from the Preſs, (*) that Mr. 


1 Fe Raute 
(*) Elibu. Prelim- Diſc. p· bs 64. ; 


() Pref. p. 4, II. | 
(*) See A Letter to a Bibs __— } 
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Hutchinſon has been neglected; that the 


Public has not paid that attention, has not 


' ſhewn that regard to his writings, which 1s 
due to Productions of ſuch ineſtimable 


value; but has ſuffered them to lie in a 


ſhameful obſcurity. I ſhall therefore oblige 


his admirers, if J here produce, at leaſt, 
ſuch of his principles and opinions, as re- 


late to the Queſtion, which I have been 
_ debating : and this I ſhall do the more 


readily, becauſe it will detect and lay open 


the real ſource of this New Divinity, which 


is ſo averſe to Natural Religion; and not 
only fo, but will illuſtrate likewiſe the ten- 
dency of ſuch Divinity better, than any rea- 
ſoning of my own upon the ſubject. 

What other writers have uſually called 
the Religion of Nature, Mr. Hutchinſon al- 
ways calls the Religion of the Devil : and, 
whereas Mr. Wollaſton, in particular, had 
intituled a Treatiſe upon Natural Religion, 
The Religion of Nature Delineated, Mr. 
Hutchinſon, out of his great abhorrence of 
ſuch a Religion, and in a contemptuous 


imitation of the avower of it, has intituled 
a Piece upon the ſame ſubject, The Religion 


of Satan or Antichriſt Delineated. () Con- 


5 formably 
| () Vol. vith tn b 4 


(39) 

formably to this notion, he always diſtin» 
guiſhes the late Dr. Clarke and others, who 
have been advocates for Natural Religion 
by the name and character of Apoſtates from 
Chriſtianity; repreſents them as having Zaken. 
their Divinity from the Heathens; as men in 
an aclual confederacy againſt the Goſpel of 

Chriſt; in ſhort, as men, who have been 


guilty of crimes, for which there can be no 
pardon. (*) 


God's goodneſs and juſtice, as well as 
Right, and Wrong, are notions, which every 

_ ſuppoſed, by the uſe of his Reaſon, 
to be very capable of attaining ; and have 
therefore been made the foundation of Na- 
tural Religion. Mr. Hutchinſon affirms, on 
the contrary, that men have no power in their 
fouls to diſcover, what juſtice, gratitude, or 
any moral perfettions are; that they could not 
diſcover, that there was an infinitely wiſe juſt 
being, nor what the Rules were, by which he 
would aft with his creatures; that a man, 
who pretended to have ſuch a Guide within, 
would — be the ſeorn of Hell; that 
| others, 


(©) V. v. 249. viii, 115, 24. The State of ſuch Apo- 
lates, ſays Dr. Hodges, borders upon that of deſpair, which 


is the condition of the Devil and his * Chriſtian 
Plan. Pref, p. 15. | 


"4 3 


others, who owned their ignorance, would have 
\ ſome plea, but that he would have no other ob- 


ict to charge bis ſufferings on, but his own 


proud impudent ſelf, which would augment in- 
finite torture, if it were poſſible, more than in- 


finitely. All pretences, ſays he, to Reaſon, 


to the Light of Nature, to Morality without 
knowing what it means, are ſhewed by Scrip- 


ture to be madneſs. For there wwe learn, that 
Man was not left, fo long as a a; to Rea- 


Jew. 10. 


It has hitherto been imagined, that Re- 
velation muſt be found conformable, at leaſt 
not contradictory, to Reaſon ; or, that Na- 
tural Religion muſt be the Rule, by which 


we are to try and acknowledge Revealed : . 
but to this Mr. Hutchinſon remonſtrates in 


the following manner. Every idle, illiterate, 
impudent Fool is ready to bring the conduct of 
the Aleim to the teſt by the higheſt of bis ac- 
qui ſitions; a Rule, which the ſtupideſt Hea- 
thens formed, and which they called Morality. 
Whereas the imagination of men, who had de- 


ferted their Aletm, is no Rule for the infinite 


Wiſdom of the Aleim ; and we ſhould not mea- 


fure their infinite wiſdom and Juſtice by the 


ſhare of wiſdom, which remains in our preſent 


corrupted 
() Religion of Satan, V. VIIL. p. 25, 26, 1145 116, 
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RE — 
corrupted flate. () They talk, ſays he, of the 
eternal Reaſon of God to put their way of know- 
ing and his upon a level; that he may have no 
other way to know or judge, but as they pleaſe. 
Complicated Nonſenſe ! Sublimated Madneſs ! 
So when they talk of the eternal Relations of 

things, (if they allow a God) they aſſert the 
things are eternal; there could be no relation of 
things, before the things had being.—-Who is 
fit to judge of what is eternally fit to be done, 
they wwho are juſt and eternal, or a male you, 
a muſhroom ? (') 

Laſtly, he is ſo offended at this way of 
calling Revelation to the teſt of Reaſon, that 
he deſcribes thoſe who do it, as laboring 
under an incurable leproſy. Our Atheiſts 
and Deiſts, ſays he, who reject the authority 
of Scripture, that is, by receiving it upon the 
principles of Natural Religion, have, what 
reſembles the ſcurvy of the body, the ſcurvy of 
the foul, which gives a man pleaſure of tear- 
ing his own fleſh, fo of his ſoul: He ſcratches, 
till be brings on an Inflammation, and after till 
be brings on a Mortification. Tis a ſuppoſed 
agb. of blood or ſpirits, only to be kept down 
by proper appli cations out Yf the Scriptures. 

Often 


(*) Vol. vin. Pt. 11. p. 13. 
(f) Rel. of Sat. p. 45, 40, 
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Often before it comes to a Mortification, it 


comes to be a Leproſy, and is infectious. Dr.— 


bas infected Dr. —, and Dr. — Dr. —. 
When tis arrived to a height, ſearce any th. 19 


cures it, but eternal briniſtone. (*). 

Such is Mr, Hurchinſon; and ſuch, by the 
confeſſion of his friends, are the principles, 
which his writings inſpire. All, ſay the 
Editors of his works, 200 have read Mr. 
Hutchinſon's aritings, have a great eſteem 


for the Sacred Scriptures, and are enabled to 


give a Reaſon of the Hope, that 1s in them. 
The light , Nature paſſes indeed with them 
fer an Ignis Fatuus, and they, who ſet it up 
for a Guide, as men, wwho know not what they 
are about; but the light of Revelation they look 
on as ſufficient to guide us into all Truth. It ts 

true, they make a jeſt of what is called Natural 
Religion, and treat all attempts to demonſtrate 
the Being and Attributes of God, as very pre- 
Sumptuous ; but then they look on the Miracles, 
as full evidence of the Divine Commiſſion of 


the inſpired writers, and thereby of the truth 


of their doctrines. C) Now theſe, I ſay, are 
the principles, on which ſeveral Plans have 


been formed of late for che defence of Chri- 


ſtianity; 


(®) ibid. 50. 
(*) Pref. p. 13, 16, 39+ 
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ſlianity; and moſt Sich this Doctor's, 
which I have juſt examined.” How far 
they are ſubſervient to the cauſe of Religion, 
the Reader has ſeen already: and how farthey 


co-operate with the ends of Civil Govern- 


ment, by promoting the peace and well- 


being of Society, will very by 2 from 


a few further extracts out of Mr. Hutchin- 
ſon's writings : for theſe, as I obſerved above, 


will illuſtrate their nature and tendency bet- 


ter, than any thing which I can offer upon 
the ſubject. 


When Mr. Hutchinſon had laid down, 
what he thought ſufficient for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of his own doctrines upon the queſtion 
before us, he proceeds, next, to conſider 
of the propereſt meaſures, that can be taken, 


to get rid of the Apoſtates and their Reli- 
gion. Now though this is a point of a ve ery 


nice and delicate nature, and has uſually 


been managed with great tenderneſs and 
caution, yet Mr. Hutchinſon is not in the 
leaſt equivocal or reſerved upon it ; but has 


treated it with that generous zeal and ardor, 


which, though it always ſhews itſelf in the 


Profeſſors of ſuch principles, after they have 
once prevailed, is however ſeldom fo frank 


and open before, 


What 
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(94) 

What Kings or Princes have to do with Re 
higion, is not, he ſays, my bufineſs to ſettle : 
but certainly it is the Political intereſt of every 
Prince to ſuppreſs the doftrine of the Apoſtate 
Jews, of whom our Apoftates and Freethinkers 


are, it ſeems, but the Spawn. And if the 


Eaſtern Kings formerly had baniſhed them, or, 


by fuch a Civil Law as the Inquifitton, burned 
them from time to time, he is ſure, that Ma- 
homet could not have been ſet up, but that the 
whole world might ſtill have been Chriſtians. 
And if, ſays he, it was the duty of each to 


have prevented this, and the conſequence lie at 


their doors, I muſt leave it to Caſuiſts to deter- 


mine, in what State thoſe Kings will be bere- 
after. () Here then is a leſſon for all Ma- 


giſtrates, by which they are taught, what 
will be the ſure fate of thoſe, who tolerate 
ſuch Apoſtates; and particularly for our 
own, who certainly cannot be excuſed from 


tolerating them, while, as Mr. Hutchinſon 
tell us, each Univerfity encourages one to inſtill 


their principles into our youth. And, in truth, 


they cannot be too ſeverely puniſhed, if they 


are ſuch ſort of people, as they are here re- 


preſented : of all mankind, he ſays, that ever 


lived, the moſt accurſed ; men, who not only 


forfeit 


() Rel. of Sat. p. 60, 96, 97, 98. 
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(95) 
forfeit the protection Society, but by the eu- 
ample of all Societies, which ever ſabyßſted, 
ought to be put to the moſt infamous ſorts of 
Death, that each Society could invent; and if 
any of them could eſcape the hands of the Society, 
they ought to be banged or burned in N 1 
terrorem. (*) 

Though this Miſſionary did not t think-i i 
bis buſineſs to ſettle, what Kings or Princes 
have to do with Religion, yet he has dropped, 
we ſee, a few ſlight hints by way of advice; 
and he ſeems to have thought it his Duty 
ſo to do. For, ſays he, as I have looked 
as far into Antiquity, perhaps, as any has 
done before me, I thought I ſhould be able, 
at leaſt, to reftify the opinions of all or- 
ders of men. Thus, when a great Poli- 
tician had ſuggeſted, that my Works were 
only fit to be confidered by learned Divines, 1 
Was forced to = that every man, who 
aimed at keeping or getting Empire, or at be- 
ing a Prime Miniſter, had always declared, 
that his intent was to maintain Religion, and 
to reform abuſes in it; and that the people 
never came in, and perſevered upon any other 
motive, nor, lill they believed his deſign was 


/o. 


{*) ibid, p. 107, 108. 


(96) 
fo.(') Here again our Governors may learn, 
upon what title their right of governing is 
founded; upon what terms and conditions 
they obtained this government, and how 
punctually they muſt obſerve them, if they 
expect to hold it. They are, it is ſaid, 70 
maintain Religion: and what Religion? why 
not ſuch an Heatheniſh and Satanic Religion, 
as Clarke, and Wollaſton, and Conybeare, and 
other Apoſtates have inculcated ; but ſuch a 
Religion, as Mr. Hutchinſon has eſtabliſhed 


upon the foundations of that Hebrew, which 
he learnt under. ground. To reform abuſes: that 


zs, to reſtore Religion from its preſent corrupt 
ſtate to that original purity, in which it is 
delineated in the writings of Mr. Hutchin- 
fon. And how? why, by extirpating all 
oppoſers: by either baniſhing them, or by 
ſuch a Civil Law as the Inquiſition burning 
them from time to time; by putting them to 
the moſt infamous Sorts of Death, that Society 
can invent; or if they eſcape the Society, by 


hanging and burning them in 7 ad ter- 


rorem. 

Our moderation he Ane to be quite 
inexcuſable. The Rump Parliament, he is 
ſure, will riſe up againſt us, and condemn us: 


for 


(9) ibid. p. 108, 109. 
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for they ſentenced one of the founders of our 
preſent blaſphemers to be thrice pilloried, to be 
bored through the tongue with a hot Iron, to be 
confined, and to work for what he eat, Nay, 
even Oliver would not hear the follcitations of 
a party for pardoning a man, who had blaſ= 
phemed the perſon he pretended to worſhip. But 
ſuch is the overgrown iniquity of theſe 
times, that he deſpairs of making any preſent 
advantage by Politicks. Our Clergy, he ſays, —<_ 
have been ſo confounded by the tranſlations of 
the 2 that they could not, and fo 
pelted with the authority of Human Reaſon, 
that they durſt not attempt to ſpeak the Truth 
concerning the Chriſtian Scheme. To talk hows 
ever of preſerving our Conſtitution in Church 
and State, of liberty of Conſcience, of our 
Temporal Enjoyments, or any thing elſe, by © 
means which are inconfiſtent with Chriſtianity, 
is treating men worſe, than if they were beaſts ; 
and it is a curſed reflection upon any right or 
proceedi ng to ſuggeſt, that Chriſtians can join 
in it. EO) 


FCP 
5 


(n) Ibid. p. 108, 109, 102, 116. It is in Mr. 
Hutchinſan, cannot join in it : but this J aſcribe either 
to the negligence of his Printers, or to the prudence 
of his Editors, who were wiſe enough to know, that it 
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1 Reader, it is probable, may have N 
complained before this, that he does not 


fully comprehend the meaning, or diſcern 
the connexion of many paſſages, which I 
have here produced; and yet was he to 


ſee, how perplexed and obſcure they lie in 


the Original, from whence they are tran- 


| ſcribed, he would know, that it had coſt 


me 


was ſafer to write nonſenſe, than to ſtir up Sedition. 

However I am perſuaded, that I have reftored the ge- 

nuine reading, not only becauſe it makes Mr. Hut- 

chinſon ſpeak intelligibly and conſiſtently with himſelf, 
but becauſe his Commentators and Followers have taken 
this paſſage in the ſame ſenſe that I do. Some, ſays Dr. 
Hodges, will call the points here treated of matter of doubt- 
ful diſputation, tending to diſturb the Peace of the Chrif- 
tian Church; they will think it better to leave men to their 
own private judgment herein, and to be contented with our 


preſent happy tranquillity. But to this he replies in the 


next words: Peace is an invaluable bleſſmg ; but it is 
not to be purchaſed at the expence of a ſound Faith, and gi- 
ving up the fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity, The 
State of Chriſtianity is a State of War : we muſt not 


fear therefore the imputation of wanting that quiet and 


peaceable ſpirit, which ought to be the badge and ornament 
of a Chriſtian. Chriſtian Plan, Pref. p. 17, 18, 20. 
And Dr. Patten, as we have ſeen above, has been very 
ſevere upon the Clergy, for contenting themſelves with a 
Plan of Chriſtianity accommodated worlaly eaſe, and 
warping the maxims of the Heavenly ta Me falſe intereſts 
of an earthly kingdom. p. 33. 


BY 


(99) 


me not a little pains to reduce them to their 


preſent form, and to make them even as 
intelligible as they are. But indeed my 
view in producing theſe paſſages was not for 
the fake of their meaning or connexion, but 
to lay open the foundation of this new Divi- 
nity, which has of late been ſo earneſtly re- 
commended to us; as well as to expoſe that 
miſchievous and deſtructive Spirit, which 
ſuch Divinity will always inſpire : nor was 


it poſſible to diſplay the character of its Ad- 


vocates in truer and more lively colors, than 
by producing this picture of its great founder 
and promoter, Mr. Hutchinſon himſelf. This 


extraordinary perſon, as deſcribed above by 
his Followers, was 4 very true and a very 
ſerious Chriſtian ; one, who never offended with 


Bis tongue ; never ſhake with more warmth, 


tpan is ſtri ly juſtifiable ; and never diſcovered 
any thing in his behavior; but what was the 
fruits of a well-grounded Faith, Yet this 
true, this moderate, this pious Chriſtian 
would not, as we have learnt from his own 
declarations, ſtick at any expedients, how 
pernicious ſoever to public peace and liberty, 
in order to promote what he calls Religion: 
would burſt aſunder the bonds of Society; 
13 overturn States, and throw Nations 
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61000 
into confuſion: in ſhort, would mix all things 
with fire, and ſword, and racks, and Inqui- 


ſitions, till he had forced mankind to chink 


exactly with him. 

And this will always be the fruit of uch 
principles, as theſe; always the ſure conſe- 
quence, when Religion is made to conſiſt of 


Speculative points, which have no founda- 
tion in Nature and Common Senſe, The 


moment a Man quits Reaſon, he becomes 


a Prey to Fanaticiſm: then every Conceit, 
which a wild and diſordered imagination 


can ſuggeſt, is the effect of Inſpiration; is, 
in ſhort, the true Religion: and true Reli- 


gion, being the cauſe of God, muſt be main- 
tained and propagated at all adventures. 
Hence men have abetted cruelties for the 
cauſe of Religion, which pure Humanity 
would have looked upon with horror; and, 


under the notion of ſerving God, have been 


often led to deſtroy his creatures. It is on this 


Religious motive, that Mr. Hutchinſon juſ- 


tifies and ſupports thoſe dreadful and vin- 
dictive meaſures, which he has preſcribed 
ſo freely above: I am required, ſays he, 
and, I hope, I have power to forgive any 


crimes, which are committed only againſt me; 


but I am not required, nor have I power to 
forg! Ve 


— 


6101 
forgive any crimes, whereby men attempt to 
diſpoſſeſs Febovab Aleim. () | 
Dr. Hodges, bewailing the preſent dege- 
nerate and corrupt State of the Church, 
fears, that the name of a virtuous old Roman 
would command higher eſteem, and would there- 


J fore be preferable to that of a modern profeſſor 
P Divinity. () If by a modern profeſſor he 
means an Hutchinſonian profeſſor, all men { 
will allow, that it certainly would: for a 1 
virtuous Roman might, conſiſtently with his . 
character, be a lover of peace and public li- 
berty, an encourager of learning and the li- 
| * beral arts, a friend to mankind, and an or- 
| nament to his Country: whereas an Hutch- 
#nſonian Doctor can be none of theſe, but, on 
the contrary, will be led, if he purſues the 
principles of his Maſter, to be a perſecutor 
: of the brethren ; a difturber of the peace 
of Society; a contemner of all human learn- 
ing; (*) in ſhort, a Fanatic in the Church, 
1 and a Rebel in the State. 
FS And 
(*) Works, Vol. v. p 5 


(*) Elihu. Pref. p. 3. 


(?) It is remarkable, that Mr. Hutchinſon and his fol- 5 
lowers, like all other Fanatics, expreſs upon all occa- 
ſions a great contempt of human learning, and would ö 
villngly ſuffer nothing to be read but the Bible. 778 
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( 162 ) 
And yet, becauſe the Clergy, in oppo- 


ſition to all this, have adviſed men to liſten 


to the dictates of Reaſon, have maintained 
Natural Religion to be the foundation of 


Revealed, and endeavored to make Chriſ- 


| tianity as beneficial to mankind, as it was 
originally defigned to be, by making it ſub- 
| fervient to the peace and happineſs of the 
world, they are deſcribed by Dr. Patten 
as idolaters of Reaſon ; ſmooth-tongued Pro- 
phets; Scribes and Phariſees, making the word 
of God of none effeft by flattering comments 
and qualifying gloſſes; contenting themſelves 
with a plan of Chri 1 anity, accommodated to 
worldly 


inconſiſtent, ſays he, with the education of one, that is in- 
tended to be a Chriſtian, and eſpecially a Biſhop, to ſpend 


his time in Heathen Authors the Bible appears the original 


account of all Divine and Human knowledge. R elig. of 
Satan, p. 79, 80, 113. The Bible, ſay his Editors, 
appears the only Book, that has any real Learning in it: 
the only Book worthy the Study of men of parts and abilities. 
Pref. p. 25. The only knawledge, ſays Dr. Patten, which 
dejerveth that name, is not to be ſought inter ſilvas academi, _ 
but in a fired attachment of the heart to our heavenly in- 
Aructor. This is the armor, which will render the unlet- 
tered Chriſtian a nobler champion for the cauſe of Jehovah 


end his Anointed, than ſeven conceited men, who can render 


reaſons, &c. p. 7. All which, if it does not excuſe 


the inconſiſtency and abſurdity of decrying Letters in 
the face of an Univerſity, explains at leaſt the grounds 
and reaſons of it. 
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worldly eaſe; and warping the maxims of the = 
Heavenly to the falſe intereſts of an Earthly il 
kingdom : who, in the mean while, exhorts 
1 his ring Apologiſts to adhere firmly to the 
miracles of the Golpel, to enter into no rea- 
ſoning at all/about it, but to truſt intirely to 
that hvely energetic faith, which groweth in 
'*® the heart, one. knoweth not how, &c.; as if 
Enthuſiaſm and Fanaticiſm did not ſpread 
faſt enough among the Vulgar, but it muſt 
needs have, t it never had before in this 
ſanction from the Learned. 
| Be not however terrified, ſays he, by the 
|” imputation of Fanaticiſm and Enthufiaſm, ſo 
|) conſtantly fixed upon ſuch advocates as we are, 
but reft aſſured, that God will, without the 
Help of Philoſophic labors, provide for the eſtab- 
lifhment of his Church, however the Heathen \ 
may furiouſly rage together, however the Kings i 
Þþ 4 of the Earth may ſtand up, and the Rulers take 
7 Councel together againſt the Lord and againſt 1 
his Auointed (5) Is not this now abomina- - | 
ble? and muſt it not ſhock every good ci- 
tizen, as well as every good man? to hear 1 
one, who aſſumes the title and character of 
a Chriſtian, publicly reviling the Magiſtrate, 
and complaining of Perſecution, becauſe 


he 


TTP 


(4) p. 37, 10. 
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| euch and impi- 
eligion. Tis happy for us hows 
is able to re: m: for the 
never prevailed againſt the State, un- 
der the direction of ſuch leaders, but all true 
valuable Religion immediately diſap- 
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